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DOWNHAM MARKET TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ANNUAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD

Tuesday 13t July 2021 at 7.00pm at the Jubilee Community Centre

The meeting was held outside due to a COVID scare.

Present

The Mayor, Clir Groom

Deputy Mayor Cllr Westrop

Clirs: Brighty, Daymond, Doyle, Gomez-Da Costa, Hendry, Jordan,
Lawson, Lewis, Molyneux-Hetherington, Moyses, Pickering, Sharman,
Woodmin, Pyatt (left the meeting at 9pm)

Town Clerk Elaine Oliver
Assistant to the Clerk Graham Spark

Members of the Public

ACTION

Number

Item

Action

37.21/2

To receive Members’ Apologies for Absence
Clirs accepted apologies from:

Clir Hepworth (Self isolation due to COVID)
Cllr Hayes (work commitments);

Clirs Ratcliffe and Patel — BCKLWN

Cllr White NCC

38.21/2

To receive Members’ Declarations of Interest

Cllr Westrop declared an interest in item 43 being involved with one of

the groups applying for grant funding

39.21/2

Mayors Announcements

The Mayor said she had great pleasure in welcoming the new
members of the Council and outlined rules of the meeting ie
Clirs can speak once for 3 minutes to each agenda item and the
meeting is conducted with respect

Opportunities Downham Market launched 10" May 2021. The
consultation process has been very successful.

The Mayor has visited the Swan Centre several times

Met face to face with all the new Clirs

Met with the new Inspector Chris Smith and the new Police
Constable with whom she plans to have regular meetings
Opened the new Cheese shop in High St South, visited the new
phone repair shop in High St North, Waffleopolis and the Cave
restaurant
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e Met on Zoom with the Lord High Sheriff of Norfolk who is
planning a visit to the town and the Swan Centre in particular

e Attended the Mayor Making Civic Service in Kings Lynn

e Met with the new Leader of the Borough Council Stuart Dark
and with Philip Eke, Tourism Officer

e Flag was raised for Armed Forces Day but the Mayor was not
present as she had not been advised of the time

e Garden equipment and plants have been donated by Baytree
Nurseries in Hilgay for the new sensory garden

e Trading standards are investigating illegal tobacco distribution
from a van on the Hollies car park

e Councillors questions may be directed to the Clerk and will be
answered directly or placed on the agenda for the following
meeting when wider discussion is sought

e The Mayor formally asked ClIr Lawson to stop his offensive
social media campaign and bullying of the Town Clerk and
reminded everyone that Cllr Lawson is under investigation by
the Monitoring Officer for bulling and harassment. She added
that he was also breaking the Code of Conduct.

e Cllr Lawson said this was untrue and he would not stop his
campaign and would continue to act lawfully at all times. Clir
Woodmin cited examples of the type of language Clir Lawson
posts on social media saying these were unspeakably
inappropriate and asked him to justify his coments

e ClIr Lawson said this was untrue. Clir Woodmin noted that Clir
Lawson has accused the Clerk, current and past Cllrs of acting
illegally and unlawfully, of lying, and wishing to destroy the
town. ClIr Lawson said these statements are true.

e Cllr Woodmin asked Cllr Lawson for his explanation, and he said
he wishes to see this Council behaving. Cllr Gomez-Da Costa
told Cllr Lawson that he finds his recent social media outbursts
deeply and personally offensive, and worrying. He demanded a
written public apology and recommended that Clir Lawson
should take Inclusion and Diversity training and a course in anti-
Semitism.

40.21/2

To approve the minutes of the Annual Town Council meeting 4.5.21:

Proposer: Clir Groom Seconder: Cllr Westrop
Agreed

All CliIrs receive the minutes with the agenda.

Notes of strategy groups and Committees (see agenda item 48) are
submitted to be accepted by Full Council

41.21/2

Matters Arising
None
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Adjourn the meeting for public participation and consideration of
written reports and written questions.
e Norfolk County Councillor report — not present
e Borough Councillors reports and questions — no questions
e Public Participation — Cllr Westrop explained that although
being submitted late, a question from a member of the public
would be answered. ‘What are the council going to do to
support local groups that have struggled throughout COVID?’
Cllr Westrop said that the member of the public is associated
with the Downham Amateur Dramatics Society (DADS) who she
encouraged to use the Council’s Grant Scheme if the group
required support from the Council. Cllr Westrop had replied on
behalf of the Council by email with suggestions of other
potential sources of funding.

RESUME MEETING

42.21/2

To agree the Council’s response to the following Planning
Application:

21/01148/F and 21/01150/LB (associated Listed Building application)
Conversion of hotel to 7 flats and HMO, amenity and parking area at
Castle Hotel High Street Downham Market Norfolk PE38 9HF

The Mayor summarised the Planning history to this application.

Cllr Daymond spoke in favour of the application commenting that
everyone deserves somewhere to live.

Cllr Westrop agreed, however she focussed on the impact of the
development on the town’s heritage assets, affecting as it does a
Grade 2 Listed Building which an iconic building in the town. She said
that the application should be refused on the following planning
grounds:

Adverse impact on the area.

Changes to the fabric of the building which is an iconic landmark for
the town.

It will affect a key building in the conservation area in its design
appearance and layout internally and externally.

It imperils the Grade 2 status.

Removing non-visible listed assets is reason enough to refuse the
application.

This application changes the original application which was for the
development of good quality flats — changing it to include fewer flats
and adding Housing in Multiple Occupation.

She highlighted how much of the town’s heritage has already been
lost.

The application should be called in by the relevant Borough Councillor.
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The Mayor added that there is already permission in place for a
sympathetic development and she feels the new one should be
resisted.

Cllr Lawson advised that Grade 2 Listed status refers only to the
external features of a building.

Clir Molyneux-Hetherington agreed that the loss of heritage assets is
an important point. He and Cllr Hendry spoke in agreement with the
points raised by Clir Westrop.

Proposed Cllr Westrop Seconded: Cllr Hendry
“That the planning applications 21/01148/F and 21/01150/LB are

rejected on the planning grounds | have outlined”
Agreed

43.21/2 | To consider grant applications (Clir Westrop left the meeting)

The Mayor introduced the grant applications received and previously
circulated:

The Clerk confirmed the budget for grants as being £25,000

DM Park Run - ClIr Pyatt raised reservations about the location of the
run at the High School, which would not hesitate to cancel it on days of
inclement weather. He also wished to know if the Park Run committee
had applied to Live Leisure and the Borough Council for funding before
approaching the Town Council and the Clerk was able to reassure that
they had. He recommended caution in supporting a new venture with
£1000.

Swan Youth Project

Seeking £2000 for its Thursday Well-being Club.

Cllr Daymond reminded Clirs that DMTC has donated £1000 a year to
the Swan Centre.

DM Christmas Lights

Seeking funding of £1500 for safety checks, to cover Public Liability
Insurance and replacement to low energy bulbs. Clir Pyatt highlighted
that since the grant application was submitted the Borough Council
has withdrawn all its funding and suggested the amount of grant be
increased to £2000. It was agreed that the Xmas Lights could submit a
further application should they wish.

It was also agreed that Xmas Lights Ltd and DMTC would open
discussions about replacement of old lights and consider the longer
term future of the team.
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Eternity Church Food Bank

Seeking £5000 to support the Food bank and employment of a
Manager to run it.

ClIr Pyatt expressed reservations about the level of funding sought.

Cllr Lawson expressed two concerns about the legality of donating to a
religious group and effectively supporting social services.

The Clerk agreed that it was not legal to donate to a religious group
but this was a donation to the Food bank but would double check this.

DM Twinning Club

Seeking £750. The Mayor reminded ClIrs that supporting the Twinning
Club is a civic responsibility and DMTC has a duty to support it.

Cllr Daymond spoke in favour of maintaining relationships with the
French town particularly since Brexit.

DM Dementia Support Association
Seeking £1000 To support the foodbank with the creation of an
advocate’s post.

Downham Market Games
Seeking £227.94 to support the running of the event by covering public
liability insurance costs.

Following discussion on each application, it was

Proposed ClIr Pickering Seconded Clir Hendry
‘To consent to grants being paid to the groups discussed in the
amounts requested’

Agreed

Cllr Westrop returned to the meeting

44.21/2

To receive an update on Opportunities DM and the creation of a
Town Partnership

The Mayor updated Clirs on the results of the consultation process run
by KLWNBC. She added that there are more opportunities for funding
available if we establish a Town Partnership which was agreed by Clirs
at the previous meeting.

The Clerk expressed surprise that the documents previously circulated
had not generated more interest from Clirs, and Cllr Woodmin praised
the idea and the work that the Clerk has put in.
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45.21/2

To agree membership on Committees

The Mayor reviewed the membership of the Committees and Strategy
Groups and asked if anyone else wished to join the groups.
Memberships were adjusted accordingly.

Car Parks — ClIr Jordan wished to join this group but it was considered
that this would be a conflict of interests.

Finance — Cllr Westrop said it is good practice for members of this
committee to undertake appropriate training before becoming a
member. Interested parties should speak to the Clerk. Clir Moyses
expressed an interest

HR — membership is by application

Planning — The Mayor said training is important for this committee.
Cllrs Moyses, Jordan and Lewis expressed an interest. Clir Westrop
advised that membership of Neighbourhood Plan Strategy Group
would be beneficial but it does meet during the day. Clir Lewis
suggested that all meetings should be held in the evening so Clirs can
attend.

The NP training slides will be circulated to Clirs.

Action Downham SG — ClIrs Sharman and Lewis expressed interest
Environment SG — no additional interest

Market SG — ClIr Gomez-Da Costa and ClIr Jordan expressed interest.
Town Hall - Clir Moyses expressed interest.

Neighbourhood Plan — no additional interest.

Cllr Pyatt reminded Clirs that he had previously put forward
propositions regarding the structure of committees and strategy
groups. It was agreed that this would be carried forward to the next
meeting after the Clerk has checked Standing Orders and any
implication they may have for the propositions.

46.21/2

To resolve to adopt the General Power of Competence

The Mayor and the Clerk explained what this means and the
implications for the Council. The Clerk confirmed that the criteria to
enable the Council to adopt the GPC have been met and this allows
greater freedom to make decisions about the use of public money. A
Council has “the power to do anything that individuals generally may
do” as long as they don’t break other laws.

Proposed Clir Hendry Seconded Clir Pickering
‘That DMTC adopts the General Power of Competence’
Agreed

47.21/2

To discuss and agree insurance provision for 2021/2 - ClIr Pickering
ClIr Pickering reminded Clirs that the decision on this has in fact been
made in consultation with them all.
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Proposed ClIr Pickering Seconded Cllr Woodmin

‘That insurance provision for 2021/2 with a new policy from a
different supplier, offering the same protection at a cheaper price be
agreed’

All in favour

48.21/2

To accept notes from Committee/Strategy Group meetings —
e Neighbourhood plan —18.03.2021, 15.04.2021, 22.04.2021,
29.04.2021 & 27.05.2021
Proposed Clir Hendry Seconded Cllr Westrop

e Town Hall —23.03.2021, 28.04.2021 & 26.05.2021
Proposed ClIr Groom Seconded Cllr Sharman

Accepted unanimously
The Clerk reminded Clirs that they did not need to have attended the
meeting in order to accept the notes of the meetings.

49.21/2

To agree payment of Bills as attached

Proposed Clir Pickering Seconded Cllr Hendry
‘That the bills be paid as circulated’

Unanimously agreed

Cllr Hendry queried the high amount of the utilities bill at the Town
Hall and was reassured by the Clerk that this has been addressed and is
being closely monitored by taking regular meter readings.

Cllr Daymond asked about the payment of £1000 to NABMA and the
Clerk confirmed that this is the National Association British Market
Authorities.

50.21/2

Neighbourhood Plan

49.21/2 To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan

49.21/2 To discuss the public consultation

Cllr Hendry explained the role of the Neighbourhood Plan and updated
Cllrs on progress so far confirming that the wording of the policies is
being finalised, with the aim of going out to public consultation in
September/October.

This goes to BC for approval, then to Inspector, then to a local
referendum. Once it has been accepted at each of these stages, it
becomes part of the planning law for the town.

Clir Doyle added that once this is in place, the Council is eligible for a
greater share of any available CIL money.
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For information DMTC would receive 25% and without it 15%

51.21/2 | To consider and agree the following motion:
Proposed Cllr Westrop Seconded ClIr Pickering
All in favour

“This council commits to working with all other organizations across
the QEH catchment area to use our influence and offices to add
weight to the case being made by the Queen Elizabeth Hospital to
obtain full funding for a new, replacement building and, for this
funding agreement to be fast tracked and awarded before the
Autumn Spending Review process. We call upon the Department of
Health to prioritise the replacement of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital,
King’s Lynn and treat it with the urgency it requires"

52.21/2 | To consider and agree ClIr Ratcliffe’s motion

This was not discussed as CliIr Ratcliffe was not present. It will be
discussed at a future meeting.

53.21/2 | To submit items for next agenda

Committee and Strategy Groups — ClIr Pyatt

Councillors’ questions — Clir Groom explained that there is an option
for Clirs to ask questions about any agenda items and that items that
need to be discussed can be put forward in this agenda item.

54.21/2 | To agree the date of next meeting
This was agreed for 3™ August 2021 at 7pm

55.21/2 | Confidential Items To consider a resolution (under the Public Bodies
Admission to Meetings Act 1960) to exclude members of the public
and press.

Proposed Clir Groom Seconded Clir Doyle
Agreed

56.21/2 | To discuss the Swan Centre

Cllr Groom and the Clerk presented the details to Council of the
negotiations that had taken place.

It was proposed by Clir Molyneaux-Hetherington and seconded by Clir
Woodmin to go forward with the proposal and draw up a draft lease to
present to Council.

Agreed

57.21/2 | To discuss Town properties

It was agreed that the Clerk would draw up a paper looking at the
option to sell a building in the town. This will then be presented to
Council
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At this point Cllr Groom asked for Cllr Lawson to leave the meeting as
the legal advice could not be discussed with Cllr Lawson in attendance.

Clirs Daymond, Doyle, Jordan, Lewis, Moyses, Pyatt were also asked to
leave as they had shown pre determination in signing and bias.
It was explained that our legal team had given this advice

A ClIr raised the issue of why legal matters were being discussed under
confidentiality - Clir Westrop noted that due to the nature of the
advice given this had to remain confidential in exactly the same way as
any other sensitive legal advice given, these matters should not be
discussed with anyone outside of council meetings and he should know
that this is our custom and practice. The ClIr in question left the
meeting and the Mayor advised the Council that as 6 other Clirs had
supported him and the promotion of an agenda with illegal content
they were pre-determined and asked to leave the meeting. The Clirs
left the meeting. The meeting still being quorate continued to discuss
the legal matter in hand.

58.21/2 | To consider recommendation from HR
“To take action on legal advice from Solicitors regarding Clir Lawson”

On a proposal by CllIr Pickering, seconded by Clir Woodmin it was
agreed to take the legal advice from the Solicitor and continue with the
action as advised.
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