Downham Market & Downham West Joint Burial Board
Report to Downham West Parish Council - Monday 19th May 2025
and Downham Market Town Council - Tuesday 20th May 2025

1. The Joint Burial Board met on Wednesday 9th April 2025. The meeting started at Rouses Lane
Cemetery.

2. The Rouses Lane Cemetery was inspected.

a. The three (out of ten) tree whips from Norfolk County Council that have survived will be some
time before they are ready to transplant.

b. The gravel driveway has been “topped up” and is looking better.

c. A local business approached the Burial Board to supply new signage at the Cemetery free of
charge. These replacement signs look much clearer.

d. A few graves have recently had varying surrounds added to them, some stone, some wooden.
The Board agreed to leave them at the moment whilst an investigation of the wording of the
Exclusive Rights regulations and a check on the Borough Council website is made.

3. The King’s Walk and Churchside Cemeteries were then inspected.

a. The conservation areas of both cemeteries have been trimmed back and sight lines are now much
clearer.

b. A number of bird and bat boxes are now in place and it is reported by the Downham Wildlife
group that some are being used. One rather heavy metal bat box, which was donated, was
considered to be a risk if it fell, has been placed in the Rectory Garden, thanks to Father James
Mather.

c. The bench in Churchside Cemetery is only held in place by one chain. This was considered
insufficient and the fixing will be reviewed.

d. A branch over the pathway, near to the bench, has broken off and the grounds contractors have
been asked to remove it.

e. The gate pillar into Churchside cemetery has some damage and the contractor who repairs the
walls has been asked to attend to this when he is repairing the King’s Walk Cemetery walls.

f. The memorial of Thomas Hotton Wells, near the North Chapel, is sinking. It is unknow why this
is happening but expert advice is being sought before it becomes dangerous.

4. The remainder of the meeting be held at the Administrators office.

a. A minute silence was held for the late Mike Coles and the late Jackie Westrop both of whom
passed away recently.

b. The website has had a few updates.

5. Cemetery House Renovations: The loan request has been sent to the Levelling Up Department
but no response has been received to date.

6. Precept: The Town Council has requested that the precept be sent in April rather than October. The
Board agreed a 3% increase. In future it is expected that the Board will set the precept at its October
meeting, notifying the Councils to assist them with their budgeting.

7. Heritage Day: The Board has been approached to see if they will allow the North Chapel and
Cemeteries to be included in the Heritage Day in September. The Board will endeavour to have
representatives available at the North Chapel on the Heritage Day from 10am to 4pm and some
information about the site will be available for viewing. There would be no parking on the site as
the access is limited.

John Fox (Joint Burial Board Chairman)
15.5.2025



