DOWNHAM MARKET TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD
Tuesday 22 April 2025 at 7.00pm at Downham Market Town Hall,

Bridge Street, Downham Market, Norfolk PE38 9DW

Present
Mayor / Chair — Cllr Hobbs

Clirs Brewer, Buxton, Campbell-Robb, Daymond, Dickson, Jordan, Lane, Leach, Leivers,
Lewis, B Moyses, S Moyses, Pegg, C Pyatt, J Pyatt, Sharman & Wiles (18)

Town Clerk — Claire Dornan
Norfolk County Clir White Borough Clir Bullen

There were 7 members of the public present at the start of the meeting

Number

Item

The Mayor reminded all attendees of the evacuation procedures, including advising
members of the meeting point at Coggles, and to turn mobile telephones to silent / switch
them off.

001

To receive Members’ Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Clir Perkin who is currently on holiday.

Apologies were also received from Borough Clirs Osborne & Ratcliffe.

002

To receive Members’ Declarations of Interest

Cllr Jordan declared an interest in agenda item 13.
Clir Dickson declared an interest in agenda item 11 & 14.

Clir Leivers declared an interest in agenda item 007.4 — Receipt 1035 Travel Expenses

003

To receive Town Clerk Report & Mayor’s Announcements

The Town Clerk and The Mayor did not make any announcements.
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004 Public participation, written reports and written questions

004.1 County Councillor report and questions — Clir Tony White
Cllr White had sent in a NCC Travel Report prior to the meeting which had been circulated
to all Clirs. Cllr Brewer thanked Clir White for resolving the issue with the traffic lights on
Cannon Square within 2 days of the initial report being made.

004.2 Borough Councillors reports and questions
Cllr Bullen advised that he will send his written report the following day for circulation.
Clir Bullen spoke of the discussions he had been involved in relating to local housing
issues. ClIr Bullen reported that the Borough Council had not held a Full Council meeting
in April 2025.

004.3 Police report
Clir Leivers provided a SNAP report which had been circulated and uploaded to the Council
website. Cllr Wiles reported the local issues with Nitrous Oxide. It was recommended
that cannisters should not be placed in the local recycling containers as they are
flammable. ClIr Dickson asked Clirs Leivers and Wiles to investigate what happens if
someone breaches a dispersal notice. Cllr Campbell-Robb spoke about the Borough
Council CCTV covering the renovated toilets.

004.5 Correspondence
The Town Clerk advised that an email had been received prior to the meeting regarding
Bus Stop Grants which will be circulated to Council the next day.

004.4 Public Participation
3 members of Downham Town Football Club spoke in favour of having a 3G pitch in
Downham Market.

005 To approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 01 April 2025

Proposed Clir Hobbs  Seconded Clir Campbell-Robb
It was resolved:
‘To approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 01 April 2025.’

All In Favour
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006

006.1

006.2

006.3

To discuss and agree Council response to application received from the Borough Council:

25/00525/0
OUTLINE APPLICATION AND SELF BUILD-4 self-build / custom detached
houses at 155 Bexwell Road, Downham Market, Norfolk PE38 9LJ

Proposed Clir Dickson  Seconded Clir Daymond
It was resolved:

‘Downham Market Town Council recommends application 25/00525/0 for refusal. The
plans for four dwellings represent an overdevelopment of the site and there are
concerns about highway safety at a location which has seen a huge increase in traffic
due to other business developments.’

17 In Favour
1 Against — Clir Campbell - Robb

25/00586/F

Householder: A proposed extension to the front of the house at 4 Cedar Close,
Downham Market, Norfolk, PE38 9PL

Proposed Clir Wiles  Seconded Clir Campbell- Robb
It was resolved:

‘Downham Market Town Council recommends application 25/00586/F for approval,
there being no apparent material reasons to object.’

16 In Favour
1 Against — Clir Daymond
1 Abstention — Clir C Pyatt

25/00421/F
SELF-BUILD: Erection of 2 semi-detached houses at Land West of The
Bricklands, Brickfields Lane, Downham Market, Norfolk

Proposed Clir Leivers  Seconded Clir Buxton
It was resolved:

‘Downham Market Town Council recommends application 25/00421/F for refusal due to
increased traffic movements in the lane and concerns about pedestrian safety.’

14 In Favour
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4 Against — Clirs Brewer, Daymond, Dickson & Lane

006.4 25/00615/F
Householder: Single storey extension to dwelling at 3 Stallion Close,
Downham Market, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE38 9GL
Proposed Clir Brewer  Seconded Clir Lane
It was resolved:
‘Downham Market Town Council recommends application 25/00615/F for approval,
there being no identifiable material reasons to refuse.’
17 In Favour
1 Abstention — Clir C Pyatt
007 To agree finance matters for The Mayor’s signature:
007.1 Bank Reconciliation — March 2025
Proposed Clir Hobbs  Seconded Clir Campbell-Robb
It was resolved:
‘That The Mayor be authorised to sign the March 2025 Bank Reconciliation, as
presented.’
All In Favour
007.2 Governance Sampling
This item was withdrawn as Clirs had not completed the 10% governance sample for
March 2025. Clirs were reminded that the sampling is a requirement of the Council’s
insurer.
007.3 Bills For Payment

Proposed Clir Hobbs  Seconded Clir Daymond
It was resolved:

‘That The Mayor be authorised to sign the Bills For Payment nhumbered 1013-1073 for
Financial Year 2024/2025.’

All In Favour
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007.4

007.5

007.6

Proposed Clir Hobbs  Seconded Clir Campbell-Robb
It was resolved:

‘That The Mayor be authorised to sign the Bills For Payment numbered 1-48 for Financial
Year 2025/2026.’

All In Favour

Receipts List

Proposed Clir Hobbs  Seconded Clir Lane
It was resolved:

‘That The Mayor be authorised to sign the Receipts numbered 933 - 992 for Financial
Year 2024/2025.’

17 In Favour

Clir Leivers did not vote as a declaration of interest had been made.
Proposed Clir Hobbs  Seconded Clir Lane

It was resolved:

‘That The Mayor be authorised to sign the Receipts numbered 1 - 45 for Financial Year
2025/2026.’

All In Favour

Actual V Budget

Proposed Clir Hobbs  Seconded Clir Lane

It was resolved:

‘That The Mayor be authorised to sign the Actual V Budget to 31 March 2025.’
All In Favour

Asset List

The Town Clerk advised that the document was too large to send via email.
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007.7

Proposed Clir Hobbs  Seconded Clir J Pyatt
It was resolved:

‘That the Asset Register be sampled when the governance sample is completed and a
report be made to Full Council confirming the validity of the register.’

All In Favour

Bank Mandate Update

The Town Clerk advised that Clirs Buxton, Lane & Wiles were now authorising all electronic
payments through the Bank Account.

Proposed Clir Hobbs  Seconded Clir Wiles
It was resolved:
‘That the Council accept the update on the Bank Mandate.’

All In Favour

008

To consider the following motion:

Proposers - Cllrs Pegg, Jordan, Lewis, C Pyatt and J Pyatt

‘To rescind the resolution passed on the 4" February 2025 to “disband all the
committees except the HR and Community Engagement committees” and to re-instate
all Committees at the earliest time. (Item 019 on the Agenda)’

Cllr Pegg advised that he required an extension to 5 minute time limit for speaking as his
speech regarding the motion was timed to be approximately 10 minutes.

Proposed Clir Pegg  Seconded Clir Jordan
It was resolved:

‘That members allow Clir Pegg the ability to speak for an extended period of time as
allowed under Standing Order 10X.’

9 In Favour
7 Against
2 Abstentions
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Clir Pegg challenged the Council’s historic decision making process and specifically 3
recent decisions.

After some discussion, Cllr moved to a vote on the motion on the agenda.

Proposers - Clirs Pegg, Jordan, Lewis, C Pyatt and J Pyatt

It was resolved:

‘To rescind the resolution passed on the 4" February 2025 to “disband all the
committees except the HR and Community Engagement committees” and to re-instate
all Committees at the earliest time. (Item 019 on the Agenda)’

10 In Favour

6 Against

2 Abstentions

Cllr Brewer left the room.

009

To consider the following motion:

Proposer - Cllr Pegg

‘To select and authorise 3 councillors to facilitate the re-instatement of the committees
in consultation with the Town Clerk.’

Following a discussion, Cllrs moved to a vote on the motion on the agenda.
Cllr Brewer rejoined the meeting during the discussion.
Proposed Clir Hobbs  Seconded Clir Jordan

‘To select and authorise 3 councillors to facilitate the re-instatement of the committees
in consultation with the Town Clerk.’

4 In Favour
11 Against
1 Abstention

This motion failed.
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010

To consider the Hearing Loop report from West Norfolk Deaf Association and agree
actions

This item was withdrawn as the quote had only been received by the Town Clerk hours
before the meeting and there had not been time for Clirs to consider the quote.

011

To consider the King’s Lynn & West Norfolk 3G Feasibility Study Phase One
documentation and agree actions

Proposed Clir Hobbs  Seconded Clir Lewis
It was resolved:

‘That Downham Market Town Council submit a Phase One response to the King’s Lynn &
West Norfolk 3G Feasibility Study.’

17 In Favour
Cllr Dickson did not vote as he had declared an interest.

Clir Dickson offered the Town Clerk assistance with the Phase One response.

012

To consider future of Skate Park following removal of fittings and further damage on site
and agree actions

Clirs considered the Property Inspection on the Skate Park along with the photos and
insurance requirements.

Proposed Clir Leach  Seconded Clir Lane
It was resolved:

‘That the Skate Park be closed and fenced off with immediate effect, pending a review of
options available for the future of the Skate Park.’

All In Favour

Cllr Wiles left the meeting and then rejoined.

013

To consider Jubilee Community Centre site soakaway guotes and agree actions

Due to time constraints of Standing Order 3X, there was insufficient time to discuss this
agenda item. This item will be discussed at a future Full Council meeting.

Full Council Meeting 22 April 2025 at 7pm




9

014

To consider an agreement with Downham Town Football Club regarding the siting of a
food vender at the Jubilee Community Centre at weekends and agree actions

Due to time constraints of Standing Order 3X, there was insufficient time to discuss this
agenda item. This item will be discussed at a future Full Council meeting.

015

To consider lobbying for Special Expenses refund to resident of Downham Market
following extended closure of the public toilets and agree actions

Due to time constraints of Standing Order 3X, there was insufficient time to discuss this
agenda item. This item will be discussed at a future Full Council meeting.

016

To consider reinstatement of Car Park Orders and agree actions

Due to time constraints of Standing Order 3X, there was insufficient time to discuss this
agenda item. This item will be discussed at a future Full Council meeting.

017

To accept and adopt the minutes for the following Committee:

Human Resources Committee — 03 March 2025

Due to time constraints of Standing Order 3X, there was insufficient time to discuss this
agenda item. This item will be discussed at a future Full Council meeting.

018

To receive Councillor Questions

There were no ClIr questions.

The Mayor reminded Clirs of the Charity Open Mic Night on Friday 25 April 2025 and asked
them all to support the event.

019

To note date of Annual Town Council Meeting (Mayor Making) — Tuesday 13 May 2025

It was noted that the Annual Town Council Meeting would take place in the Town Hall at
7pm on Tuesday 13 May 2025.

020

To note date of next Full Council meeting — Tuesday 20 May 2025

It was noted that the next Full Council meeting is scheduled to take place on
Tuesday 20 May 2025 at 7pm in the Grand Hall at Downham Market Town Hall.

Meeting closed: 8:55pm

SIGNED DATE
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