Youth Council Meeting
29 April 2025
4pm -5pm

Town Hall, 6 Market Place, Downham Market, Norfolk PE38 9DE

Attendees

Leon —Year 10 Downham Market Academy (DMA)

Evie - Year 10 Downham Market Academy

Eloise Riches - Birt — Youth Advisory Board (YAB)

Cllr Michael Lane — Downham Market Town Council (DMTC)
Tina Griffin — Deputy Clerk

Claire Dornan — Town Clerk

Discussion

Reasons for joining the Youth Council - Meet new people / arrange new events / enjoy learning
new skills / doesn’t feel that they have a voice in the wider community and this allows it to be
amplified.

What changes would you like to see — More youth appropriate indoor spaces (many of the
cafes in DM are filled with the elderly which does not make the space welcoming). Reduce anti-
social behaviour as know lots of victims. Improve transport links between villages and
Downham Market. Better advertising of groups in Downham Market.

Indoor Spaces - Leon was not aware of the Swan Youth Project. Evie spoke very highly of the
open access sessions which she has been using since she was 7. Leon asked why the Jubilee
Community Centre is not available as a youth space.

Anti-social behaviour — PE30 gang, who are primarily suspended or expelled youths of DMA,
intimidate the elderly and youths on their way home from school. They ride bikes at people and
kick and hurt people. They can be located at King’s Walk near the old cemetery between 3pm —
4:30pm on school days.

DMTC to report to PC lain Fisher. DMTC to report to DMA. Suggested Leon & Evie attend the
Safer Neighbourhood Action Panel (SNAP) meeting at the Town Hall on 15 July 2025 at 7pm to
speak directly with the neighbourhood policing team. Suggested Leon & Evie speak with PC
Dave at DMA (Comments - Doesn’t advertise himself very well and not very accessible)

Transport Links - DMTC is unable to change the transport links however it is suggested that
DMTC lobby for better transport links.

Leon said that it is a 2 mile walk from the train station to his home in Wiggenhall St Mary
Magdalen so although he goes to school in DM, he finds it difficult to attend clubs. Leonto
contact the parish council regarding setting up a youth club -



https://wiggenhallstmarymagdalen.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/

Advertising — Evie uses Facebook - Love Downham & Downham Market with Admin. Both use
Instagram. The school does not advertise any local groups. YAB holding a stall at DMA on
01.05.2025 and looking to set up a weekly in school group which should help improve
communication.

DMTC to send information to DMA and ask for them to circulate information in newsletters.
Pastural Lead - Lewis Swatman

DMTC awaiting a meeting with Dr Pain who reached out to the Council to improve links.

Disability Pledge - DMTC were asked to sign up to the Disability Pledge. The purchase of a
wheelchair accessible picnic table was welcomed.

Next meeting
YAB to encourage more youth to join via DMA event on 01.05.2025.

Leon & Evie to discuss organising an event with peers. Consult with Y10 about what type of
event they would like (list of suggested considerations given).

DMTC to discuss Youth Council meeting and feedback to be given to Youth Council on actions
taken and next suggested actions.

Tuesday 03 June 2025 - Downham Market Town Hall -4pm



