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DOWNHAM MARKET FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD TUESDAY 07 DECEMBER 2021 AT 7:00PM
This meeting was held at the Jubilee Community Centre
Present
Committee Chair - Cllr Pickering
The Mayor – Cllr Groom
Committee Members - Cllrs Hendry, Moyses, Pyatt & J Woodmin
Non-Committee Members - Cllrs Daymond, Jordan, Lawson, Leach, Lewis &
Ratcliffe
Town Clerk – Mrs E Oliver
Assistant to the Clerk – Mr G Spark
Senior Administrator – Ms C Dornan
There were 3 members of public present.

1

Cllr Pickering asked why Cllr Lawson was in attendance at the meeting as he
was no longer a Committee member. Cllr Lawson said Council did not have the
power to remove him from the Committee. Cllr Pickering said that they did and
Cllr Lawson called Cllr Pickering a liar. Cllr Pickering advised that he was not a
liar and that Council had advice that Cllr Lawson could be removed under
standing orders if he was disruptive.
To elect a Chair
Cllr Picking advised that due to Standing Order 4a(v) which states that Full
Council elect a Chair of a Committee and not Committee members, it was not
deemed appropriate to vote. No further action was taken.

2

To receive Members’ Apologies for Absence
Apologies were given by Cllr Hayes (work commitments) and
Cllr Hepworth (unwell)
These apologies were accepted.

3

To receive Members’ Declarations of Interest
Cllrs Daymond & Groom declared an interest in item 6 – Payment of Bills
Cllr Jordan was reminded by the Town Clerk that he had a bill which was due to
be voted upon in item 6. Cllr Jordan was unaware that there was an additional
list provided to members with a further 11 bills. Cllr Jordan made a declaration
of interest.

ACTION
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4

To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee
meeting held on Tuesday 30 March 2021.
Proposed – Cllr Hendry

Seconded –Cllr Woodmin

‘That the minutes for the meeting held on Tuesday 30 March 2021 be
approved.’
All in favour
5

Public participation – 15 minutes allowed.
A member of the public had submitted prior to the meeting and asked the
questions formally in the meeting. Cllr Pickering gave the following responses:
Why have no finance committee meetings been held since March 2021?
The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) advised Parish and Town
Councils to hold as few meetings as possible due to the risk of coronavirus. If
members felt there was a need they could have asked for a meeting however
there were no requests received.
Why is there only a Chairman of finance committee and no longer a vice
Chairman also?
There is no requirement for a Vice Chair. If the Chair is not available then
members of the Committee will elect a Chair for that specific meeting.
Taking into account the sky high fuel costs we are facing and the current
record high precept levied on the residents of Downham Market will the
Council make every effort and consider all avenues in order to keep next
year's budget as low as possible?
The Council always try to keep expenditure as low as possible and protect the
reserves which are low. Reserves are recommended to be between 100-150%
of precept. The Council are trying not to put up the precept.
Does Downham Market Town Council have a Grants and donations policy?
Yes the Council does have a policy and it is available on the Town Council’s
website.
Will this Council consider keeping grants limited to a maximum amount per
applicant as neighbouring Councils do?
There is currently no financial limit per applicant within the Council’s policy.
There is a budget of £25,000 in totality. Full Council would need to review the
policy and vote a change, if appropriate.
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To approve the Payment of Bills
Proposed – Cllr Woodmin

Seconded – Cllr Hendry

‘That the Bills be approved for payment.’
In favour – Cllr Hendry, Pickering, Woodmin
Against – Cllr Moyses & Pyatt
Cllr Lawson stated that he was against, however as he is no longer a Committee
member following Full Council’s decision on 07 September 2021 the motion
was passed.
7

To discuss and agree Grant Allocation (2nd Tranche)
Downham Market Christmas Lights Limited had made an application for an
additional £2,000.
Downham Market Christmas Lights Limited received £1,500 in the 1st Tranche.
It was agreed this would be discussed at the next Finance meeting as insurance
requirements needed to be confirmed on the existing lights.

8

To discuss and agree response regarding Electric Vehicle Charging Points Offer
The Town Clerk outlined the offer from BP Pulse. BP Pulse have offered a grant
on the basis that 2 bays in each of the car parks is provided to them in order to
provide 4 charging points. The bays would need to be available to them free of
charge for 3 years. Once up and running the Town Council would receive 25% of
the income.
Borough Cllr Ratcliffe confirmed that King’s Lynn Borough Council had committed
to 20 bays in their car parks with the same company.
Proposed – Cllr Pickering

Seconded – Cllr Hendry

‘That a positive response be given to BP Pulse acknowledging the grant offer
with Full Council to vote on the final decision in January 2022.’
All in favour
Cllr Lawson raised his hand in favour, however as he is no longer a Committee
member following Full Council’s decision on 07 September 2021 this vote was
dismissed.
9

To agree the Utilities Renewal for the Town Council Offices and Town Hall
The Town Clerk read out the Green and Non-Green options for all Town Council
Properties. Due to market volatility the rates given were changing regularly.
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Proposed – Cllr Pickering

Seconded – Cllr Woodmin

‘That the Council commit to a 24 month green contract for all Town Council
properties that Council are responsible for’
All in favour
Cllr Lawson raised his hand in favour, however as he is no longer a Committee
member following Full Council’s decision on 07 September 2021 this vote was
dismissed.
10

To consider the budget 2022/2023
The Town Clerk advised that the office wished to add a Freedom of Information
(FOI) expenditure budget line of £500.00.
The Town Clerk advised that the utility budget lines needed to be amended to
match the estimates given under the green contract which was voted upon in
agenda item 9.
Cllr Pickering gave an overview of a number of the key budget lines and
answered Councillor questions.
It was agreed the grant budget line would be reduced from the suggested
£25,000 to £15,000.
Proposed – Cllr Pyatt

Seconded – Cllr Woodmin

‘That the Finance and General Purposes Committee commend the budget to
Full Council, as presented, with the addition of an FOI budget line, updated
utilities budget line and a reduction of £10,000 on grant budget line.
All in favour
Cllr Lawson raised his hand in favour, however as he is no longer a Committee
member following Full Council’s decision on 07 September 2021 this vote was
dismissed.
11

Date of next meeting
25 January 2022 subject to the outcome of the Full Council meeting scheduled
on 11 January 2022.
Meeting closed: 8.20pm
SIGNED

DATE

