Wobbly knees and all that!

Town Mayor, MICK FORD, looks back
at a successful Festival Week and
looks ahead to the
Young Citizen of the Year awards

WELL, it’s all over for
another year and, PHEW,
the Mayoral Chain Gang
with their BLING attended
no less than 48 events
during Downham Market
Festival week.

In addition, there was the
Twinning Club civic reception
and the French Market on the
Town Square. It amazes me when
some people say (a minority it’s
true) that Downham doesn’t do
anything. IT DOES and many
thanks to those people who make
it happen here in our lovely
town. Maybe those who feel
things could be better would like
to join the Festival committee or
some of the many other
voluntary societies in Downham.

| do know many groups,
including the Festival
Committee, would appreciate
more input from extra committed
committee members. My
personal thanks go to those
tireless committee members who
ensured we were at the right time
and the right place.

Shame about the miserable
weather on the Bank Holiday
Monday. This was probably the
worst downpour the Festival has
suffered. At least by Saturday the
weather had improved and | was
able to wear my shorts. This
prompted the committee to
introduce yet another event: The
Wobbly Knees Competition. No,
folks, that’s not a typing error but
I was fascinated by the little girl
standing in line next to me. She
was lifting her skirt to show
everyone her WOBBLY KNEES
not NOBBLY KNEES !!!! That
was a delight for me and showed
the true spirit of Festival.

The youngsters seemed to be
thoroughly enjoying themselves
on the Howdale throughout Fun
Day.Thanks to all those parents
who encouraged their children to
take part in the fancy dress and
pet show, etc. It really is good to
see SO many younger residents
bringing their children to so
many events.

For those of you who have
never been to see 100 children
being encouraged to shout and

scream as loud as they possibly
can, then you have missed
something.!!! The children’s
disco saw some of us less
inhibited adults jumping and
shouting alongside them and
Steve Sausage( yes folks that’s
his name) managed to keep them
amused for two hours with non-
stop participation. If you go next
year, take your ear plugs.
Between us, the Bling group
and of course the Festival
Committee members, were out
every night of the week — by the
end of which I think we were
automatons. How many people
under 30 years of age manage to
live it up ’till late every night of
the week? Not many | imagine.
So we oldies deserved a break

the following week, but the
gardening beckoned and so we
go on. GREAT FUN.

Wherever we went, Tinker
Taylor was there before us with a
welcoming smile. | wonder if
Tinker ever really thought his
idea for a Festival would catch
on and remain an annual event
all those years ago.

Finally, congratulations to
John Sadler on becoming
Downham’s Citizen of the Year.
This is a well-deserved
recognition of all that is good in
Downham. Volunteers doing
more than their bit for their
community

Our thanks, also, once again to
the Festival Committee for all
the hard work and success of this

annual event . . . 32 years is one
heck of an achievement.

The Town Council have
actually been congratulated for
the planters full of flowers and
the repairs to Old Brewery Lane.
We welcome that feed-back and
it’s nice to know we get some
things right.

On the downside, | actually
saw an attractive young girl, with
two friends, walk past the planter
on the Town Square and rip a
plant out only to throw it away
once past the Town Hall. What
on earth did she think she was
doing? Such silly pointless
misbehaviour by one young
person brings other young people
into disrepute, when in fact the
majority of our young people are
well behaved and courteous.

This brings me to my next
subject — the Young Citizen of
the Year Awards . . .

Together with fellow
councillors we are planning an
At Home with the Mayor for

This was the scene outside the Town Hall at our Councillors’ Surgery held in glorious sunshine last month.

Among those on hand to answer questions were Deputy Mayor, John Doyle, Sheila Nunn, Pat Roberts and

Rachel Bodle. We are next on duty on Saturday, July 15. Picture by Roy Williamson, 06_06_522

Young People (probably in
February, 2007). This will be
linked to the Citizen’s Charter
which is about to be launched.
The aim is for all of us to
recognise individual young
people and groups’ contributions
to the ideals of citizenship.

You may know a young person
you feel should be recognised for
their effort at school or home, a
young carer or someone within
the wider community.

If you do, please nominate
them for a Young Citizen of the
Year Award. A panel will select
those we feel deserve public
recognition and each young
person will be invited to the
Mayor’s reception and receive a
special certificate, together with
possibly a book token
acknowledging their
contribution.

You can nominate anyone
aged between 5 and 20. Please
send or phone nominations
through to Kate at the Town
Council offices (01366 387770).

Are you aware there will be
local elections in May 20077
Do you wish to represent your
community? If so and you would
like more information, contact
the Town Clerk, Jean Markwell,
on the above phone number. You
must live within a three-mile
radius of Downham to be
eligible.

For the record, many people
think Town Councillors get paid.
This is not the case, as we are all
volunteers. The only allowances
are for car mileage, if we goona
special trip, and the Mayor and
Deputy get a small sum to cover
expenses such as the event
flagged up above for young
people etc. However do not let
that deter you from standing for
election as there are many plus
points knowing you are serving
your community and can try to
make a difference.

Goodbye till next time, and
don’t hesitate to stop John and
Audrey or Hazel and me in the
street whenever you see us with
our bling and ask questions,or
indeed compliment us on
something you feel we have got
right.

y
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1st July — 30th September 2006

ALL meetings start at 7.30pm (unless
otherwise stated) and are held in the
Town Council Offices, 15 Paradise
Road.

If members of the public attend, the
Chairman will suspend the meeting to
allow public participation; once the
meeting is resumed the public is not
allowed to take part in any debate.

If there is a specific question to be
asked it is recommended that this is
forwarded to the Clerk prior to the
meeting, so all relevant information
can be available.

Full Council
Tuesday, July 11
Tuesday, September 12

Car Parks and Highways
Committee

Tuesday, July 18

Tuesday, September 19

Development Committee
Tuesday, July 25
Tuesday, September 26

Finance and General Purposes
Committee
Tuesday, August 22

Planning and Environmental
Committee
Wednesday, July 5 (mini planning)

Wednesday, July 19 (mini planning)
Wednesday, August 2 (mini planning)
Tuesday, August 15 (full meeting)
Wednesday, August 30

(mini planning)

Wednesday, September 13 (mini)
Wednesday, September 27 (mini)

It is advisable to check that the mini-
meetings are taking place as if no plans
have been received by the Council a
meeting will not be held.

Councillors’
Surgeries

Councillors’ Surgeries are held on the
Town Hall car park on market days.
Up to four Councillors will be
available at each surgery. Dates
arranged:

Saturday, July 15 (10am to 12 noon)
Friday, August 11 (10am to 12 noon)
Saturday, September 9 (10am to 12
noon)

Friday, October 6 (10am to 12 noon)

Town Square Events

Hilgay Silver Band
Saturday, July 29, 10am-12 noon

Sponsored Skate Jump and Bike
Clinic

Saturday, August 5

Craft Fair

Saturday, August 12, 10am-3pm

Billy Banana
Saturday, August 19, 10.30am start
(three-hour show, with breaks)

Hoof Beat
Saturday, September 2

Craft Fair
Saturday, September 30, 10am-3pm



