We must
all work
together
for the
benefit of
our town

Mick Ford — Town Councillor
Mayor of Downham Market

FIRSTLY may | say how delighted
and honoured | am to become your
new Mayor. | know Hazel is also
excited and we hope to meet as
many townspeople over the coming
twelve months as possible.

Those of you who know me are already
aware | do not stand on ceremony, though
of course do so at appropriate times. | am
very approachable and am just as likely to
greet you in my shorts as a suit.

Please stop me and talk about the town
and what you can do to help us improve it
whenever you like. Having just retired as
Chief Executive of West Norfolk Mind |
can now give more time to Town matters.
When | first joined the Council I was told
there were only six meetings a year (don’t
ever believe that) but that does not include
the various committees and sub groups
etc. It’s a busy life but fun.

It is customary for an incoming
Mayor to outline his/her
aims/aspirations for the term of office
so here goes. What are my aims? What
are my Aspirations?

| want all residents of Downham
Market to feel they can be involved and
interested in the business of the Town
Council. If you come to any of the
Council Meetings or committees you will
be assured of a warm welcome. You will
also be given an opportunity to address the
Council some time during the evening.

Don’t be afraid to come along, we are
no different to you and are a group of
committed volunteers doing our best for
the Town. Your views are important. We
may not always agree but we will always
listen .

Very few people realise that currently

the Town does not own its Town Hall and,
like many people I talk to, there are
divided opinions as to whether or not we
should take it back into our custodianship.
I plan to have a surgery at the Town Hall
early into my year of office to try to gauge
opinion on this issue and what local
people would like to see happening at the
Town Hall.

| do know that, like you, I am frustrated
at the time that scaffolding was up with no
work done. The reasons given were that
there is a special mortar that cannot be
used during inclement weather. At that
rate here in England we could be waiting
for ever!l.

Only joking folks, you can rest assured
we are in negotiation with the Borough
Council all the time pushing for action. As
I write, the scaffolding is down and the
Balcony has been strengthened. The
Heritage Society are busy replacing there
exhibits once again. More news on this
subject when we have definite proposals.

CITIZENSHIP

| wish to promote the ideals of good
citizenship. Currently Councillors and
others together with the local schools has
been busy establishing a charter for the
Town. This Charter represents the
aspirations of our townsfolk and we hope
all will agree it has been a worthwhile
exercise.

You will all be aware that the Mayor
hosts an “At Home” each year in the Town
Hall thanking local people and dignitaries
for their support for the Town. This year,
in addition to that civic evening, | wish to
host one especially for young people who
have contributed something to their

community or have done something
worthy of public recognition.

I hope with the help of the local press to
sponsor awards for young people who in
the view of their peers and/or adults
should be recognised They will be invited
to the Mayors at Home for Young People
at the Town Hall where they will be
congratulated and given the opportunity to
mix with Councillors and other local
dignitaries.

More of that later in the year, but in the
meantime if any reader feels we should
recognise someone special please don’t
hesitate to let Kate at the Council Office
know.

The Town Council is always seeking
ways to engage young people in local
activities. The wall on Town square is an
excellent example. We want to provide
more opportunities like the Skateboard
Park, Youth and Community Centre etc, at
the same time we will not accept the anti-
social behaviour of a tiny minority who
make peoples lives’ a misery.

I would ask that whenever anyone sees
anti-social behaviour they inform our
community police support officer or the
police directly so that it can be stamped
out before it becomes a real problem.
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Downham’s
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Mick and
Hazel Ford
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their chains of
office from
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Sampson.
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We have a lovely town we can be proud
of and many visitors or newcomers tell us
that is the case. They value the unhurried
market town friendliness that is our true
characteristic. Long may that be
continued.

TWINNING CLUB

This year also marks a very special
occasion for the Twinning Club. Its their
30th anniversary and, do you know folks,
I can actually remember when the Lions
Club had a sponsored tandem ride to
Civray. Brian Rogers and Dave Walker
were pretty fit at the time. Not sure if they
could manage it now!!! | certainly
couldn’t.

We hope to represent the town in
Civray in October and at their local events
here in Downham during the coming
months.

As | said at the beginning, | wish fellow
residents to feel able to seek help, speak
to, and offer support in managing our
beautiful town. Please feel free to speak
with me and any other Councillor at every
opportunity.

IT’S OUR TOWN. LETS KEEP
IT AGREAT PLACE TO
LIVE,WORK AND PLAY IN.

RESIGNATION LEADS TO A TOWN COUNCIL VACANCY

FOLLOWING the recent resignation of Mrs Ros Turner, Downham Town council
now has a vacancy for the Old Town Ward. Posters will be placed around the town
giving details of the dates when applications need to be received by.

Anyone living in Downham, or within a three-mile radius of the town, can apply
and the co-option will take place at the meeting of the full Town Council on Tuesday,
July 11. If you wish to discuss the role of a town councillor, please do not hesitate to
contact the Town Clerk, Jean Markwell, or any current town councillors.
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1st June — 31st August 2006
ALL meetings start at 7.30pm (unless
otherwise stated) and are held in the
Town Council Offices, 15 Paradise
Road.

If members of the public attend, the
Chairman will suspend the meeting to
allow public participation; once the
meeting is resumed the public is not
allowed to take part in any debate.

If there is a specific question to be
asked it is recommended that this is
forwarded to the Clerk prior to the
meeting, so all relevant information
can be available.

Full Council
Tuesday, June 13
Tuesday, July 11

Car Parks and Highways
Committee
Tuesday, July 18

Development Committee
Tuesday, June 6
Tuesday, July 25

Finance and General Purposes
Committee
Tuesday, June 27

Planning and Environmental
Committee
Tuesday, June 20 (full meeting)

Wednesday, July 5 (mini planning)
Wednesday, July 19 (mini planning)
Wednesday, August 2 (mini planning)
Tuesday, August 15 (full meeting)
Wednesday, August 30
(mini planning)

It is advisable to check that the mini-
meetings are taking place as if no plans

have been received by the Council a
meeting will not be held.

Councillors’ Surgeries

Councillors’ Surgeries are held on the
Town Hall car park on market days.
Up to four Councillors will be
available at each surgery. Dates
arranged:

Friday, June 16 (10am to 12 noon)
Saturday, July 15 (10am to 12 noon)
Friday, August 11 (10am to 12 noon)
Saturday, September 9 (10am to 12
noon)

Friday, October 6 (10am to 12 noon)

Town Square Events

Mobile Skatepark (Hollies Car Park)
Sunday, June 4, 11am-5pm

Craft Fair
Saturday, June 24, 10am-3pm

Sponsored Skate Jump and Bike
Clinic
Saturday, August 5

Craft Fair
Saturday, August 12, 10am-3pm

Billy Banana
Saturday, August 19, 10.30am start
(three-hour show, with breaks)

Hoof Beat
Saturday, September 2

Craft Fair
Saturday, September 30, 10am-3pm



