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We knew it would happen….the town was 
poised for it…..the green scaled beast aka 
The Dragon from Hilgay Fen - Councillor 
John Leach made his terrifying return on 
Friday 23rd April in a bid to capture a child 
to eat. The Town Square was vibrant with  
red and white St George’s flags and bustling 
with local school children. The morning’s 
events started with a Tornado Flypast 
courtesy of  RAF Marham 13 Squadron 
before the dragon made his presence known 
by scaring pupils from Hillcrest and 
Clackclose Primary Schools. It was not long 
before the children’s cries were heard by our 
local hero St George - The Mayor at the 
time,  Councillor John Doyle. Despite the 
chants of “slay the dragon” and signs 
displayed by some to kill him, he was 
spared once again and given an ASBO due 
to being an endangered species. He also 
attracted a lovely looking lady dragon,, 
Dyllis who was visiting from nearby 
Clackclose Nursery. Let’s hope she calms 
him down before 2011!! Spectators were 
then treated to wonderful performances by 
the school choirs before the winners of this 
years competition were announced. This 
year, pupils from both schools made lots of 
colourful model  
dragons. 
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Louie Perillo 
from Hillcrest 
1st prize 
winner for 
best model 

Pupils from 
Clackclose 
enjoy the 
shenanigans  

St George 
and the 
Dragon 
meet 
Dyllis the 
lucky 
female 
Dragon 
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Party on the Howdale 
Saturday 5th  June 2010 - 12pm 
Anglia in Bloom Judging Day 
July 2010  
Water Festival 
Sunday August 8th 2010 - 10am 
Community Fair 
Saturday October 16th 2010 10am 
Halloween Fun Day 
Friday October 29th 2010 - 10am 
Christmas Lights 
Sunday November 29th 2010 - 2pm 
 
NB  These are confirmed events and 
may be subject to change, 
cancellation or new events being 
added. 
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Once again I have had a busy couple of months with the organisation 
of the St Winnold’s Breakfast and St George’s Day. I really would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Clackclose and Hillcrest Primary 
Schools for their involvement in both events and “The Ark” Playgroup 
for taking part in St Winnold’s. This day seems quite a while ago now 
but it was the first time I had organised an event like this and after a 
lot of blood, sweat and tears, everything went according to plan. It 
was quite a sight to see dignitaries dressed in all their splendour 
parading through the town centre along with the great shire horse and  
of course the little Shetland pony from the Magpie Centre. There is 
also great historical significance to this event as it celebrates the horse 
fairs that took place here in Downham during the nineteenth century 
where most of the horses were supplied to the armed forces for the 
First World War. It also commemorates the markets receiving their 
charter in 1046 from Edward the Confessor. So after a brief history 
lesson all that remains for me to say is “thank you” to The Angel, 
Watlington, for a wonderful hearty breakfast and a special thanks 
must go to Denver Mill who so kindly supplied the bread free of 
charge!!  
I am now working hard towards the next big event which is of course 
“Party on the Howdale”. Confirmed bands so far are Whole Lotta 
Hair, The Hoodwinks, Under the Influence and Walkway, for any 
updates visit KLFM’s website. The date, as if you need reminding, is 
Saturday 5th June and the music kicks off at 12noon. There will of 
course be plenty of catering on site as well as a fairground and circus 
workshop...provided by the Festival Committee so put it in your 
diary!!  Just a quick mention about the Water Festival, there are only 
eight boats remaining so if you do want to put together a team then get 
in touch with me quickly!! Finally a plea to remember to keep our 
beautiful town litter free for the upcoming Anglia in Bloom judging 
day in July. 

Downham Market Town Council Newsletter 
Mayor John Fox’s Message – May 2010  

A new Mayoral Year and a new John in the Chair. A new 
set of structure rules for the Town Council and now five 
Standing Committees instead of four. This is certainly an 
ominous start to what looks like being a busy but I hope 
enjoyable year.  

Firstly let me say a big thank you to the outgoing Mayor, 
John Doyle, who has worked tirelessly throughout the last 
four years (2 years as Deputy Mayor and 2 years as Mayor) to put 
Downham Market on the map in so many ways. What we must also 
remember is the “behind the scenes” work that he has done. His 
experience in the building trade has been invaluable in ensuring that work 
to be done has been done well. He even turned his hand to building a “pre 
packed” shed – no simple task even for the expert. 

My main theme for this year is communication. I would like to reach the 
end of my term of office as Mayor of Downham Market with everyone 
being aware of what is going on in the Town and surrounding area with 
everyone talking to everyone (though perhaps not all at the same time!) 
This newsletter is a good start to letting the electorate know what is going 
on. Downham Market offers a great deal to the community with friendly 
shops offering a good variety of goods, many local organisations offering 
activities for whatever you want – music, theatre, gardening, family 
history, various sports and games even for those who prefer to sit to take 
part as well as many organisations dedicated to helping others less 
fortunate than themselves—don’t keep your lights under bushels.  

I know that sometimes I have difficulty with getting the words out in the 
right order but I promise to try to do better and I hope to encourage the 
Council to make sure that information is clearly available to all who need 
it in a format that suits the user. We need to talk as well as use electronic 
facilities or even a pen and paper to ensure that everyone knows what 
they need to know (and perhaps sometimes what they don’t want to 
know). To this end we will be investigating really modern things like 
having a “Facebook” page for the Council (I don’t understand but we can 
look at the possibility) as well as notices and posters – aiming to 
communicate with everyone.  

What we must remember is that communication is not a “one way” 
process. There are many ways in which the electorate can communicate 
with the Council and not least of these is talking to Councillors at such 
events as Town Council Surgeries which take place on a monthly basis 
throughout the summer outside the Town Hall on Fridays or Saturdays.  
Throughout the year there is a considerable programme of meetings of 
the various sections of the Council and all these are, in the main, open to 
all members of the electorate with an opportunity to speak. Hopefully all 
Councillors with Internet access will soon have their own Downham 
Market Town Council email address to make contact even easier and 
quicker.  Watch the notice boards for information. Come and talk to us 
whenever you wish.  

I am looking forward to working together with the Town Council and 
staff as a team and hope that the rest of the community can join in that 
team effort.  

A big welcome to the new Office Administrator—Laura! 
Laura Bayliss joined us on Wednesday 7th April  as the new Office 
Administrator. She was born in Cambridge and settled in Devon with 
her family. Now married to Karl, who 
is in the RAF, they got transferred to 
Marham last October. Laura has lots 
of experience in admin work as well 
as working alongside committees, 
boards of directors, the general public, 
local government and councils. We 
are sure she will excel in her role her 
at Downham Market Town Council. 

 St Winnold’s 
Breakfast  

March 19th 2010 
 
 
 
 
 

TOWN HALL CINEMA TECHNICIANS WANTED 
 

Over the past year the Town Hall Cinema has been operating at the re-
quest of a large number of town’s people. We have been fortunate 
enough to be involved with a group called “Village Screen” which oper-
ates throughout the County and therefore we have been able to hire the 
required equipment at very reasonable rates. The condition is that we 
have to attend a training session to be shown how to operate the highly 
priced equipment. Currently there are only two of us who have completed 
this training John Doyle and John Fox, and we have shared the work of 
presenting the films on a monthly basis. We would be pleased if there is 
anyone who would be interested in joining this select team of volunteers 
to show the films in the Town Hall. The training session would be on one 
evening only and don’t require a vast technical knowledge. If you are 
interested in joining the team please contact either of the John’s or the 
Town Council Office (01366) 387770 for more information.   

John Fox 
Mayor 2010/11 
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A pitch is £10.00 per day (arrive no later than  
8.00am). This charge includes the pitch cost and hire of 
the stall.  Cash or cheques (made payable to ‘Downham 
Market Town Council’) are acceptable forms of payment. 
The market stall measures approximately 8ft x 4ft and is 
sheltered with an overhead cover.  The table measures 
approximately 5.5ft x 2.5ft and is completely sheltered 
with a marquee. 
Trading is from 9.00am - 3.00pm.  Unless weather 
conditions are severe, traders are asked not to pack up 
before 3.00pm. 
Vehicles may only park on the side of the Town Square to 
load/unload.  The access across the Town Square must be 
kept clear at all times. 
Parking is off site.  Long term parking is available on the 
Paradise Road car park or the Old Fire Station car park. 
Loyalty Bonus Scheme 
If stallholders trade consecutively on 3 occasions, the 4th 
event will be rent free.  This is in recognition of the 
cooperation of the traders and an acknowledgement of 
thanks for their commitment to Downham Market. 
 

Should you have any queries please contact Miss Karen 
Yeldham at the Town Council Offices on telephone 
number 01366 387770 or by email to: 
karen@downhammarkettc.co.uk 
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The project is continuing to develop with 
significant changes taking place. The second 
newsletter is now out and available from the 
website www.downhamyouthproject.co.uk. 
For the next few months a placement worker 
from County Council will be assisting the 
team helping out two nights a week. 
The detached work has proved difficult 
recently due to the sad death of a young man 
who also happened to be an apprentice for the 
youth workers. The team has been offering 
their support to the young people who knew 
him as well as the family. 
The TNP (Tuesday Night Project) has now 
moved premises to the Howdale Community 
Centre. On alternate Wednesdays there will be 
another youth club for the older young people. 
The project will be moving again in the very 
near future to the old ATC Hut which is now 
owned by the Town Council. This will give 
them the chance to open every week but until 
then the TNP is still open for the older ones 
too. During the Easter break the young people 
got the chance to enjoy a DJ night, Messy 
games night and a Graffiti work shop. 
The mentoring project has now started  in 
Downham Market High School though there 
is a limited capacity to deliver. The team are 
now meeting with a group of four young 
people once a week for a short period  at the 
beginning of the detached slot at lunchtime. 

There will be an article from a different Committee on a rota basis in each newsletter. 
This time we hear from the Chairman of the Planning & Environmental Committee, 

Councillor Jeffrey Reed 

 

Downham Youth Project is funded by 
the Town Council & Methodist Church. 

This is done in co-ordination with the 
schools inclusion unit. 
Amy Harrod, one of the team’s volunteers, 
has launched “Nuture” as of 21st April. 
This is a new young parents support group 
and will initially provide a weekly drop in . 
It is currently held in the Methodist Church 
but will move to the ATC Hut along with 
the rest of the project eventually. 
The apprentice youth workers have been 
continuing with their training and will 
shortly  be taking part in the ASDAN quali-
fication in partnership with the County 
Council. On completion of this nationally 
recognised award they will also receive 
UCAS points which helps with entrance to 
higher education courses. 
The Detached Youth Project will continue 
to meet with various people over the next 
few weeks to help find possible sources of 
funding to enable to develop things further. 
 

At the Town Meeting on 21st April I 
reported on my first full year as chairman 
of the Planning & Environmental 
Committee of the Town Council, a position 
which is demanding but fulfilling. I spoke 
of the wider picture, as uncontrolled 
immigration is a major contributing factor 
to the deemed national housing shortage. 
The demand for social housing is fuelled 
by the incentives given to girls to become 
young mothers so much that 1 in 4 British 
children now lives in a single parent 
household. The Local 
Development Framework 
Core Strategy states that it is 
crucial that Downham Market 
does not continue to be 
overwhelmed by residential 
development and that the 
landscape and the quality of 
open space in the town should be 
maintained. Hopefully the change in 
government will herald the end of the 
current policies of sweeping aside planning 
controls and adopting a relaxed approach 
to building new homes. The Planning 
Committee will continue to do it’s utmost 
to protect the environment and our 
heritage, although the Borough Council of 
course has the final say in what 
applications are approved. There is a 
possibility however of local referendums 
on policy, which will give more power to 

local people. We are fighting against the 
hare brained scheme by Network Rail to 
erect a footbridge over the railway line at a 
cost of one to one and a half million 
pounds. Our negotiat ions with 
Wimbotsham Parish Council over the 
boundary issue and the possible large 
development in Downham Market are 
ongoing. Members of the Working Party 
reporting to the Planning Committee have 
been involved, under the capable 
leadership of John Doyle, in the successful 

introduction of the long 
awaited and popular 
allotments at Rouses Lane. I 
have kept up to date  on 
building nationally and I 
believe the extension to the 
town of Dorchester in the 
west country (Poundbury) is 

the best example of master planning in the 
country. Townscape quality is a priority 
and pedestrian and cycle movements are 
favoured, although cars are accommodated. 
I will try and persuade our local planners 
to study this scheme, rather than succumb 
to government pressure to build poorly 
planned, densely crowded and unattractive 
estates. Our committee is industrious in 
studying paper and internet plans and 
visiting sites. We will endeavour to play 
our part in shaping the future of the town 
and preserving what is left of our heritage. 



 

Main Hall £21.12 per hour 
Bar Room £11.85 per hour 
Assembly Room £11.85 per hour 
Main Hall and Bar Room £32.57 per hour 

Main Hall, Bar Room and 
Assembly room 

£41.94 per hour 

Tiered Seating £55.44 per session 

Overnight Storage £9.99 per hour 
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Main Hall £12.00 per hour 
Committee Room   £8.00 per hour 
Side Room £10.00 per hour 
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This space is now available  to 
advertise your business or event.  
Please contact Kerry Heffernan 

for more details. 
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It was a proud day for Downham Market on 
Thursday 22nd April and the Town Council 
were delighted to be able to help out the 
RAF and the Police in organising a 
momentous occasion, The Homecoming 
Parade for RAF Marham, IX (B) Squadron 
who had been serving in Afghanistan for the 
past three months. It is rare that we are 
given an opportunity such as this to show 
our appreciation towards these men and 
women who inevitably put their lives on the 
line for their country and local residents did 
not let them down. On this beautiful sunny 
evening the normally quiet streets were jam 
packed with supporters cheering and waving 
as they paraded up Bridge Street into the 
Town Centre where their families awaited 
them. They then proudly received their 
medals from the Air Vice Marshall, Richard 
Garwood, on the Town Hall Car Park. It 
brought a tear to many an eye as they then 
sought out their wives, husbands, children, 
mums and dads in the crowd to show them 
what they had received.  
The event was televised and shown on local 
news channels and will be remembered by 
all who attended for many years to come. 

 

Sponsor a Planter 
There is still time to take 
part in the “Sponsor a 
Planter” scheme., as there 
are  some available on 
Hollies Car Park. The cost 
is £75 which includes the 
plaque (courtesy of JD 
Signs),  p lants and 
maintenance. If you are 
interested then please 
contact Kerry Heffernan as soon as possible. 


