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On Friday 12th February 2010, sixty 
five young people gathered  in the 
Town Hall to receive their Certificate of 
Citizenship from the Mayor, Councillor 
John Doyle, in recognition of their hard 
work and dedication over the past 
twelve months. The event was initiated 
by former Mayor, Mick Ford in 2007 
and has run every year since. It is 
purely to give those young people who 
have made a difference in some way, 
recognition and a reward for all their 
efforts. This time the young citizens 
were treated to a buffet and disco after 
the ceremony had taken place.  
At the end of last year the three local 
schools were invited to nominate pupils 
whom they believed deserved an award 
in some way. The reasons ranged from 
creation of a school magazine to being a 
very caring friend. Each year special 
awards are given to a select number of 
children who are outstanding. This year 
these went to  
Charlotte Colbourne, Benjamin Leary 
and Tony Moore. Charlotte for facing a 
lot more challenges than the average 
child, having lost her grandfather in 

2005 and then a year later her father. 
Charlotte is also hypertonic and suffers 
from learning difficulties. Benjamin for 
being a very talented rugby player , an 
active member of the Scout association, 
teaching young scouts survival skills, 
and being the sole carer for his disabled 
mum. Finally Tony for helping to care 
for his disabled mother and also for his 
younger brother, who has heath prob-
lems,whilst suffering from ADHD him-
self. Downham Market’s youth are 
given a lot of bad press so it is impor-
tant that these young people are singled 
out and  praised for the good they do in 
our community. 
This event will take place again in 2011 
and external nominations are welcome 
as well as from the schools. Look out 
for details in this newsletter later in the 
year. 
 

Benjamin Leary & Charlotte Colbourne,   
 Special Award winners 2010. 
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Welcome to the second edition of our Town Council newsletter where you 
can make your views known and get the information on the current and 
proposed matters concerning the town. You will all have seen that scaf-
folding has appeared on the front face of the Town Hall, this was in re-
sponse to some masonry falling from the top and narrowly missing passers
-by.  When we got the scaffold up it became obvious the copings were in a 
poor state and needed remedial work which is now underway. While we 
have the scaffolding there we are taking the opportunity to repair the cu-
pola which was something we were in the process of doing when the 
emergency arose. By the time this newsletter is out I hope our newly 
formed Allotment Association will be up and running [or digging] on the 
site we have found for them to the rear of Rouses Lane Cemetery. Anyone 
who is interested in renting a plot should contact them or the Town Coun-
cil and we will put you in touch. We are also in the process of taking over 
the former A T C Hut on our Howdale Community Centre site, we hope it 
will be used as a base for the youth of the Town, something they have 
wanted for some time. Soon it will be our St Winnolds celebration [19th 
March] our schoolchildren have been invited to form up on the Hollies car 
park and local dignitaries will parade through the Town to a celebration 
breakfast. I will be running a dance in the evening in aid of my charity 
Rebecca’s Wishes, tickets cost £5 [bring your own drink and food] danc-
ing to Reg Rose and raffle. I hope to see you there. The Chinese New Year 
dragon was enjoyed by the children on the Town Square [apart from the 
cold—when is the winter going to end?] and our own dragon has been 
seen stirring in Hilgay Fen ready for our St Georges Day celebration.  I 
can’t promise a fly past by Prince William this year but there will be 
something extra special, watch this space. Downham Market life have 
agreed to sponsor the Water Festival to the tune of £1,000 which means 
we should be able to bring it in cost neutral. 
With Regards  
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St George’s Day Celebrations 
Friday 23rd April 2010—10am 
Party on the Howdale 
Saturday 5th  June 2010—12pm 
Anglia in Bloom Judging Day 
July 2010  
Water Festival 
Sunday August 8th 2010—10am 
Community Fair 
Saturday October 16th 2010 10am 
Halloween Fun Day 
Friday October 29th 2010—10am 
Christmas Lights 
Sunday November 29th 2010 2pm 
 
NB  These are confirmed events and 
may be subject to change, cancella-
tion or new events being added. 
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It has been a very busy start to 2010 for me and the best is yet to 
come!! Hopefully those of you who were around on the morning of 
Thursday 11th January witnessed the Lion Dance on the Town 
Square. This year it seemed to be a lot more courageous, eating school 
children's hats, picking the odd child up to ferry around the Square 
and attacking a few teachers in its midst!! I have got to say I don’t 
think I have ever laughed so much over a 30 minute period. It was a 
thoroughly enjoyable performance and will hopefully be repeated 
annually. A big thank you should go to the James Uglow Group for 
travelling up from London to entertain some of the town’s folk. As 
you will see from the front page, the Youth Awards took place on 
Friday 12th February. Again this was a big success and is personally 
one of my favourite events as I love to see the young people being 
rewarded for their efforts in the town.  
I am now in the process of arranging the rest of the year’s events and I 
must confess I am particularly excited about “Party on the Howdale” 
which will be held on the Saturday of Festival Week. I am praying for 
sunshine so that everyone can come along, bring a picnic and enjoy a 
whole afternoon listening to a variety of local bands play. This will be 
a free event and lots of enjoyment guaranteed for all ages. I have to 
say a big thank you to the Town Council, The Youth Council and the 
Festival Committee for helping to provide funds for this day. Look out 
for more details nearer the time. 
The next date for your calendar is the St George’s Day celebrations. 
On Friday 23rd April feel free to come to the Town Square where the 
entertainment will begin at 10am with a flyover courtesy of RAF Mar-
ham. As the Mayor has stated in his welcome letter I believe that there 
will be a visit from a certain green scaled beast….aka Cllr Leach. Will 
St George be able to rescue the maiden again this year? You will have 
to be there to find out! Clackclose and Hillcrest Primary School choirs 
will be performing for the town also. The fun will continue into the 
Saturday where there will be a Punch & Judy Show with balloon mod-
elling, a One Man Band and Nick Robinson’s children's roundabout in 
the morning on the Town Square and then an afternoon of music with 
Hilgay Silver Band. One last thing I would like to point out is that on 
Easter Saturday, 3rd April,  there will a performance by the Pig Dyke 
Molly’s on the Town Square at 1pm. This really is worth taking the 
time to come and witness, they danced at the evening event at St Win-
nold’s last year and 
were superb! Have a 
great couple of 
months and enjoy ! 
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Things have been bubbling away 
with the Downham in Bloom com-
mittee with the main news being the 
imminent introduction of allotment 
land for the town. An independent 
Allotment Association has been set 
up and  should you require any fur-
ther information then contact the 
Town Council in the first instance. 
You may have noticed the new arri-
val of trees near the traffic lights, 
there are two Rowans and a Cherry. 
These are to further enhance the area 
and I am sure you will agree that the 
Cannon Square site looks a lot more 
appealing than it did two years ago. 
A new sluice gate is in the process of 
being made for The Willows area. 
This is being funded and sourced by 
the Norfolk Wildlife Trust and has 
been welcomed by other members of 
“The Friends of The Willows”.  
Finally look out for the Front Garden 
Competition entry forms in early 
April. You will be able to pick them 
up from Bluebells, Elizabeths, 
Downham Garden Centre and Down-
ham Country  Garden Store. The 
categories are best gravel (containers 
and pots), best traditional and best 
communal. 

 The Mayor & Howard Phillips (chair of the 
Water  Festival) receive Archant’s Cheque 

A Hillcrest 
pupil enjoys a 
ride  from the 
Lion at Chinese 
New Year !! 

The Mayor dots 
the Lion’s eyes to 
wake him  up. 

West Norfolk Befriending comes to 
Downham. 
This is a local registered charity that 
provides a local service to socially 
isolated older people with long term 
conditions including people  with 
physical disabilities, sensory impair-
ment and /or carers. They have secured 
funding with  Lloyds  TSB Foundation 
England and Wales to expand services 
to the Downham Market and Norfolk 
Fens area. They are now looking for 
volunteers and will offer appropriate 
training and support. So if you can 
spare some time, are a good listener, 
interested in people and have a good 
sense of humour then they would love 
to hear from you. Contact Pauline Dye 
at: West Norfolk Befriending, 12 
Thoresby College, Queen Street, 
King’s Lynn PE30 1HX. Tel 01553 
763500 or email 
info@wnbefrienders.org.uk  
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A pitch is £10.00 per day (arrive no later than  
8.00am). This charge includes the pitch cost and hire of 
the stall.  Cash or cheques (made payable to ‘Downham 
Market Town Council’) are acceptable forms of payment. 
The market stall measures approximately 8ft x 4ft and is 
sheltered with an overhead cover.  The table measures 
approximately 5.5ft x 2.5ft and is completely sheltered 
with a marquee. 
Trading is from 9.00am – 3.00pm.  Unless weather condi-
tions are severe, traders are asked not to pack up before 
3.00pm. 
Vehicles may only park on the side of the Town Square to 
load/unload.  The access across the Town Square must be 
kept clear at all times. 
Parking is off site.  Long term parking is available on the 
Paradise Road car park or the Old Fire Station car park. 
Loyalty Bonus Scheme 
If stallholders trade consecutively on 3 occasions, the 4th 
event will be rent free.  This is in recognition of the coop-
eration of the traders and an acknowledgement of thanks 
for their commitment to Downham Market. 
 
Should you have any queries please contact Miss Karen 
Yeldham on telephone number 01366 387770 or by email 
to: karen@downhammarkettc.co.uk 
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The  last couple of months have seen the project’s 
plans for development really solidify and 
opportunities arise for  working alongside other 
agencies in the area. We have also  produced our 
first newsletter with the new team which is 
downloadable from our website 
(www.downhamyouthproject.co.uk).  
The detached work has been going well with a lot 
more young people around now the weather is 
getting better. We continue to offer them support. 
We have been approached by Norfolk County 
Council’s youth team to see if they can help 
compliment what we already do in the 
town.  
The Tuesday Night Project will 
shortly be moving to the  Howdale 
Community Centre, we will also run 
another session there every other 
Wednesday. This means we will be 
able to run an older 14—18 night as 
well as a younger 11—15 night. We 
visit the  High School every Tuesday 
lunchtime and have recently met one 
of the connexions workers based there 
to discuss how we can support each 
other and ideas for future 
developments of the project in the 
school.  
We are currently applying for funding 
for the Mini Moto project. Money is 
needed for a worker and mini bus hire 
so a larger number of young people 
have access to this activity.  
We have met with the  Borough and 
Town Councils as well as the 
County’s youth service to discuss 

There will be an article from a different Committee on a rota basis in each newsletter. 
This time we hear from the chair of The Town Hall Committee—Cllr John Leach 

Downham Youth Project is funded by 
the Town Council & Methodist Church. 

Using  ASDAN.  This is a nationally recognised 
qualification to accredit the volunteering and 
informal education received by the apprentice 
youth workers. 
Finally, looking forward to September 2010  we 
are applying for funding to expand our work. 
The aim is to make the two part time  youth 
worker roles full time by September 2010. in 
addition to the detached work, youth clubs and 
apprentice training we would like to start running 
three after school sessions per week as well . In 
order for the project to deliver all of this work a 
building is desperately required to set up a base 
in. We are pursuing a possible location and hope-
fully should have a positive outcome soon. 

Well I would imagine that everyone who 
visits our town centre has noticed that our 
beautiful Victorian Town Hall is undergoing 
some very necessary and urgent tender lov-
ing care. The Hall itself was built by public 
subscription to celebrate the magnificent 
reign of Queen Victoria and was completed 
by 1887. It is of course one of many that 
were built throughout Great Britain and its 
crowning glory is the outstanding cupola on 
the roof which was a Victorian device prior 
to air conditioning being invented. 
There are three different operations taking 
place at the same time. Firstly the frost en-
tered the stone work on the front facade of 
the building causing small pieces of ma-
sonry to fall down so emergency scaffolding 
had to be erected. Work started to make it 
safe and to restore it as of course parts of it 
are listed. This work is proceeding quite 
rapidly under the close eye of the conserva-
tion officer. The Council then decided that 
whilst the scaffolding was up it would be of 
financial benefit to bring forward the 
planned restoration work of the cupola and 
thirdly we will be repainting the front of the 
hall before we take the scaffolding down. In 
a few weeks our fine Town Hall will be 
unveiled and returned to it’s former Victo-
rian glory and thanks to excellent financial 
planning at the time of the takeover, it will 
not add to our precept. We will manage to 

the repairs and honour bookings with a mini-
mum of disruption. 
Events taking place in your Town Hall are  
still developing apace, for example the Cin-
ema is growing in strength and we are starting 
to show commercial adverts on the big screen. 
So, why not advertise your business or event 
with us? Just give me a call at the office and I 
will discuss a package with you. If you are 
interested in the technical side of the cinema, 
why not train as a projectionist? Contact Cllr 
John Fox or Kerry Heffernan in the office. 
Support for our five Craft Markets a year is 
gathering momentum also. 
So finally may I take this opportunity  to 
thank all of you that patronise our Town Hall. 
Together we can make it the finest in The 
Fens! 
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1 in Downham Market North Ward 
2 in Downham Market East Ward 

 

If you are interested  in being on the Town 
Council please contact: 

Mrs J Markwell—Town Clerk 
15 Paradise Road 
Downham Market 

PE38 9HS 
Tel 01366 387770 



 

Main Hall £21.12 per hour 
Bar Room £11.85 per hour 

Assembly Room £11.85 per hour 

Main Hall and Bar Room £32.57 per hour 

Main Hall, Bar Room and 
Assembly room 

£41.94 per hour 

Tiered Seating £55.44 per ses-
sion 

Overnight Storage £9.99 per hour 
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Main Hall £12.00 per 
hour 

Committee Room £8.00 per 
hour 

Side Room £10.00 per 
hour 
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This space and others like 
it, will shortly be available 
to advertise your business 
or event. Please contact 
Kerry Heffernan for more 
details. 

The Twinning Club on a recent 
visit to Civray—France. 
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About the club 
It all began in 1975 when Swaffham European Club acted as a marriage bro-
ker.  The following year the Charters were signed by the respective Mayors of 
Downham Market and Civray and the Twinning became official.  Downham 
Market’s Charter is hanging in the Assembly Room of the Town Hall.  The 
Town Council has always been a supporter of the Twinning Club and many of 
Downham Market’s Mayors have made the trip to Civray. 
 

Civray lies about 35 miles south of Poitiers just off the road to Bordeaux.  It is 
situated on the attractive river Charente and has been there since Roman 
times.  It has a number of historical buildings; but the jewel in the crown is 
undoubtedly the splendid 12th century Romanesque Church of Saint Nicholas. 
 

Since 1976 hundreds of people of have crossed or gone under the Channel in 
both directions not all of who have had the ability to speak French or English, 
(not essential for an exchange).  The main visit alternates each year between 
England and France, usually in the first week of August, for eight days.  
Guests are accommodated in members homes with the host twinning club 
organising a week of activities to show visitors something of their country and 
its way of life.  Naturally very close contacts have been built up between 
members in the two towns. 
 

In addition to twinning club visits other organisations have made their own 
exchanges, including schools, the football club and Ryston Runners. 
 

Monthly Meetings 
The club holds regular monthly meetings, talks, outings and has petanque 
teams.  The meetings are of a varied nature and not always about France.  You 
are welcome to come to any of the meetings, which are normally held in the 
Town hall.  The next monthly meeting will be on Tuesday April the 20th 
when we will be having a lighthearted quiz evening. 
 

Visits/Exchanges 
One of the benefits of twinning visits is that you are not perceived to be a 
tourist, you seem to belong.  Maybe you would like to visit Civray or have a 
French person or family to stay, it can be a very pleasurable experience 
 

This year it is the turn of Downham to visit Civray.  We shall be departing 
from Downham on Monday the 2nd August and returning on Monday the 9th 
August.  If you are interested (no commitment) in joining us please contact 
a.s.a.p. John Sadler on 01366 382371 or Steve Reynolds on 01760 338551, 
both of whom would be only to pleased to give you further information as 
well as more details about the club.  Or alternatively look at our web site 
www.dmtwinningclub.org 


