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 The Day The Howdale Rocked!!  

The Saturday of Carnival week took a 

different turn this year and saw an 

afternoon of live music performances on 

the Howdale. The weather was glorious 

and made for perfect ñfestivalò conditions. 

The band ñWalkwayò kicked off the event 

playing a mixture of their own originals 

and covers from Queen, Bon Jovi and 

Kings of Leon. The lads, aged between 16 

and 18 years of age, played a fantastic set 

and were a hard act to follow, still the 

ñHoodwinksò, ñBirkenheadò, ñUnder the 

Influenceò and ñWhole Lotta Hairò all rose 

to the challenge and entertained around six 

hundred people throughout the afternoon in 

the sweltering sunshine. The bands were 

all local and played free of charge in order 

to provide a free event to the local 

community as well as vastly promoting 

themselves live and on KLFM.  

It was in September last year that KLFM 

held ñParty in the Walksò in Kingôs Lynn 

and Downham Market Town Councilôs 

Events Co-ordinator, Kerry Heffernan, 

thought that it would be a great opportunity  

for our town to benefit from a similar 

event...and when better than the Saturday 

of Festival Week. In the past the Howdale 

has always been busy with locals on this 

day whether watching a Donkey Derby or  

a Punch and Judy Show. So the Town 

Council 

came together and worked with the 

Festival Committee and KLFM to make 

the idea a reality. A big thank you should 

also go to the Youth Council for donating 

funds from their budget towards the   

Bands pictured above ñWalkwayò and  ñWhole Lotta Hairò 

Below: Party goers enjoy the 
 entertainment 

running costs and to Carter Haulage 

for the loan of the trailer as well as all 

the volunteers that gave up their time on 

the day. It is hoped that  an event of this 

kind can be repeated again next year 

with the hope of attracting more people 

from the local area as well as further 

afield. 
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Mayor John Foxôs Message ï July 2010  

I must begin by thanking all those who were so 

hospitable to Margaret (Mayoress), Val and Ray 

(Deputy Mayor and her Consort) and myself 

throughout Festival week. Our apologies to those we 

were unable to visit but we are only human and there 

are only so many ways that we can split ourselves. 

Having been involved with Downham Market 

Festival for most of it 36 years it was a real treat to 

see so many activities going on and all age groups being catered 

for. Well done and thank you all. Our thanks also go to all those 

organisations who have welcomed us at various events at other 

times. It is really excellent to see firsthand the amazing variety of 

activities that go on in Downham, Market and District to entertain, 

educate and enhance the lives of so many.  

Having had no personal experience of military life it was 

incredibly interesting to see the Army Cadet Force taking part in 

an exercise and how well the young people all seem to integrate 

with each other and their leaders - lots of fun to be capturing adult 

leaders Iôm sure!!  

Another amazing event that I was at, not as Mayor but I was there, 

was the Youth Football Tournament arranged by Downham Town 

Football Club. There must have been more than 500 young people 

from 7 to about 16 playing in competitions and having a great time 

with a real ñteam spiritò. Well done again to those who arranged 

this event.  

Efforts are currently underway to upgrade up the Bridge Street end 

of the Hollies Car Park as part of the ongoing effort to improve the 

approaches to the Town. The Hollies Car Parks are a major part of 

the facilities available to visitors to the Town providing a 

considerable number of parking spaces. The floral decoration 

alongside the roadway across the Hollies Car Park has helped 

greatly toward the enhancement of this rather bleak area. The 

Recycling section has been moved from the roadside into a less 

conspicuous corner of the Car Park and now we are trying to keep 

this area tidy. Please will all users of the recycling bins put their 

waste INTO the bins not just leave it on the ground. Please also 

ensure that any breakages are made safe. The Town Council are 

trying to ensure that the appropriate recycling facilities are 

available but they must remain safe areas. Any items that cannot 

be recycled at that area can go to other suitable areas as 

appropriate. Please help us to keep Downham Market tidy.  

By the time this newsletter is published Downhamôs connection 

with Anglia in Bloom will have been judged. I know that all 

concerned have put in a vast amount of effort to attempt to better 

the Silver-Gilt Award of last year. Thanks for all those efforts and 

well done whatever the final judges decision.  

John Fox 

Mayor 2010/11 

In Bloom updateé. 
Downham Marketôs judging day took place 

on Tuesday 20th July and the Anglia in 

Bloom judges were treated to a splendid tour 

around our town. The route included the 

centre of town, taking in the beautiful 

planters and hanging baskets as well as 

various flower beds and the Bible Garden at 

the Salvation Army. Their journey then 

incorporated Ashville House, winners of the 

Communal Garden competition section in 2009, The Willows, The 

Memorial Playing Field & Garden and 

Rouses Lane Allotments. The day 

finished with a reception at the Town 

Council offices. The committee has 

worked really hard this year having had 

the number of members fall but, as 

always, has been spoilt for support 

offered from community groups, such as 

The Brownies and local primary schools. 

Lets hope that everyoneôs efforts have 

paid off and that our beautiful town gets 

the gold it deserves. 

Kerryôs Columné 
For those of you that are not aware this will be my last column for a 

few months as I will be on maternity leave until March 2011, but I am 

sure that whoever has the pleasure of  covering my position here will 

keep you well informed of what is going on events wise in the town. 

Of course the next big thing is the Water Festival to be held on Sunday 

8th August near the Hythe Bridge. The fun will begin at 10am with the 

first race not long after. There will, of course, be a variety of 

attractions on the land too, so make sure that you come along and join 

in the dayôs events. Even at this late stage you  may still be able to 

enter a team, so if you are interested then give him a call on 07770 

756614 or email howard@bodgersfarmpottery.co.uk . 

The  annual Community Fair will held on Saturday 16th October this 

year again in the 

Town Hall. For 

those of you that 

have not attended 

before it is a great 

opportunity to find 

out what community 

groups are in our 

area and a chance for 

the groups to 

promote themselves 

as well as recruit 

new volunteers. This  

event is funded 

solely by the Town 

Council and all stalls 

are provided free of 

charge to the 

volunteer and 

community groups. 

Entrance is of course 

free to the public 

also. It really is a 

popular event so if 

you are interested in 

having a table then 

get in touch with the 

office staff to book your space! 

In the meantime I would like to bring your attention to the poster above 

as there are a couple of activities on the Town Square that I have 

organised for school children over the Summer Holidays. On Saturday 

31st July there will be a Circus Workshop from 1pm until 4pm. After 

the success of this activity  at the ñParty on the Howdaleò I 

hope it will be as popular sited  in the centre of town. The 

Climbing Wall will also be returning on Saturday 21st 

August and will be open for business from 10am until 4pm. 

The Town Hall Cinema will be showing ñAvatarò that 

evening. Even though many of you will have already seen it, 

it may be your last chance to watch it on the big screen, so 

try and come along and support it.   

All that remains for me to say is enjoy the rest of the years 

events that the Town Council put on for you, especially the 

Water Festival and as always donôt forget to contact the 

office should you wish to have a say on or become involved 

in any activities that take place. See you all in 2011!!                                             

Saturday 24th July ~ 9am-3pm 
�&�U�D�I�W���	���&�R�O�O�H�F�W�D�E�O�H���)�D�L�U���D�Q�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���5�R�X�Q�G�D�E�R�X�W�� 

 

Saturday 31st July ~ 1pm-4pm 
Circus Workshop  

 

Saturday 14th August ~ 9am-3pm 
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Saturday 21st August ~ 10am-4pm 
Climbing Wall  

 

Saturday 28th August ~ 9am-3pm 
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For details contact 
Downham Market Town Council ��  387770 

 

XL Electrical Services 
 
 

DOMESTIC · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · 
AGRICULTURAL  

 
 

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
24HR CALLOUT SERVICE 

 
www.xl-electrical.co.uk 

Call now on: 07711 841276 


