
DOWNHAM MARKET
TOWN COUNCIL

NEWSLETTER

Meeting
dates for
Downham
Market
Town
Council

East Ward
Royden Baker MBE
01366 382049
Chester Bond   01366 388106
Charlie Pyatt     01366 388023
Colin Sampson  01366
388003

North Ward
Pauline Dean  01366 385868
Mick Ford*      01366 385622
John Fox          01366 382963
Stephen Nunn 01366 388129
Stephen Teverson 01366
385117

South Ward
Rachel Bodle    01366 383723
John Doyle**     01366 382386
Sheila Nunn      01366 383243
Pat Roberts      01366 382947
Peter Freeman  01366 383669

Old Town Ward
Jenny Groom    01366 383963
Jeffrey Reed     01366 388986
Tony Stacey     01366 383120
Val Starling       01366 387170
John Leach      01366 377517

* Mayor  ** Deputy Mayor

Office Hours: 10.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday       Telephone: 01366 387770       Fax: 01366 382926       

Town Clerk: Mrs Jean Markwell       Deputy Town Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter        Administration Officer: Mrs Kate Martin
Project Officer: Mrs Denise Charlesworth-Smith        Community Development Officer: Mrs Emma van Deventer             

General Duties Officer: Mr Barry Roberts

Email: info@downhammarkettc.co.uk Website: downhammarkettowncouncil.org.uk

Town Councillors . . . and Office Information

Students
point way
forward
for town
DOWNHAM College sixth
formers voiced their own views
about the town  during a recent
civic visit.

The young people listened intently as
Downham Town Mayor, Mick Ford, and
town councillor Sheila Nunn, spoke
about various aspects of local politics,
the Citizens’ Charter, and other aspects
of civic life.

They were joined by Councillor Val
Starling, and Emma van Deventer, the
town’s community development officer.

“The ownership of several building
within Downham was transferred from
the Town Council to the Borough
Council during the 1970s,” explained
Cllr Ford, who was impressed with their
input. “They were very interested in
what had happened and felt the
buildings concerned were part of our
heritage and should be returned to local
ownership.”

Other topics that surfaced during the
visit included future events in the town,
and a brief lament over the washout at
this summer’s youth event.

“They particularly want to see more
events in the centre of the town rather
than on the outskirts, saying that the
Howdale would be a good venue, and
we have told them we will try to move
their ideas forward,” he said, adding
that he had also outlined his plans for
giving young people recognition and
reward for outstanding  citizenship.

Sheila Nunn outlined the Citizens’
Charter, to which some former High
School pupils had contributed, and both
she and her colleague vowed to return
later in the year with three copies to be
displayed at different sites within the
college and school.

There was an earlier meeting with the
head teacher, followed by a tour of the
school, and  the mayor accepted an
invitation to be guest speaker at the
Sixth Form Annual Awards evening this
month.

The occasion will give him an
opportunity to promote his ideas for his
Mayor’s Young People’s Award for
Citizenship, and encourage participation
in the scheme.

This is your town too, says Downham Town Mayor, Mick Ford, encouraging Downham College Sixth Formers to express their
views during his recent visit to the premises with his Town Council colleague, Councillor Sheila Nunn. 
Picture by Alan Miller, 06-10_733

A NEW database is being set up at
Downham, to collate details on the
numerous groups and organisations in and
around the town.

At the groups’ request, it can also be
kept online on the town council’s new
website, so the information can be easily
accessed.

Downham’s community development
officer, Emma van Deventer, is setting up
the database.

She said: “I’m really hoping that all
local groups, clubs and organisations will
get in touch with me, so that I can get their
details down on the database.

“I will be the one point of contact, to
keep the database up-to-date, to help
groups network and perhaps share
information. 

“I also want to get an inventory of items
that groups would be willing to share with
other voluntary organisations – from things
such as cups and saucers up to a van and a
driver, or even a skill. 

“That sort of information could also go

on the website, even if a group didn’t want
to give out personal details. I would be the
contact and put groups in touch with each
other.” 

All these ideas came from a meeting of
Downham Forum of Community Groups at
the town hall. 

After discussions with members of local
groups, it was decided the Forum should be
dissolved. 

But it was felt the community fair was
one of the productive attributes to come out
of the Forum and should continue, with the
money from the Forum being made
available for future community fairs. 

It was agreed that the next should be
held in the town next September. 

The town council is also to be asked if a
community notice board could be centrally
located in the town.

Thanks were expressed to all Forum
committee members who had worked hard
for the Forum, especially Pippa May.  

Emma can be contacted at Downham
Town Council offices in Paradise Road,

telephone 01366 387770, fax 01366
382926, or you can e-mail her at
emma@downhammarkettc.co.uk

*      *      *
LOCAL choirs and bands are being invited
to give performances at Downham Town
Square during the run-up to Christmas.

“We are interested in hearing from local
groups, choirs and musicians, especially
November and December,” said Emma van
Deventer, the town council’s community
development officer.

“I will be getting in touch with schools
to see if they could be interested, but
otherwise I will need people to contact me
if they want to have a chat about what they
can offer.

“If it all came together as we hope, we
could put a programme together and
publicise when performances will be given
on the Town Square.” 

Again, Emma can be contacted at the
council offices in Paradise Road (tel 01366
387770)

New database for local groups
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Council meetings
November 1 – January 31
ALL MEETINGS start at 7.30pm (unless
otherwise stated) and are held in the
town council offices, 15 Paradise Road.
If members of the public attend, the
chairman will suspend the meeting to
allow public participation; once the
meeting is resumed the public is not
allowed to take part in any debate. If
there is a specific question to be asked, it
is recommended that this is forwarded to
the clerk prior to the meeting so all
relevant information can be available.

Full Council

Tuesday, November 14

Tuesday, January 9

Car Parks and Highways
Committee

Tuesday, November 7 (7pm)

Tuesday, November 21

Tuesday, January 16

Development Committee

Tuesday, November 28

Tuesday, January 23

Finance and General Purposes
Committee

Tuesday, December 5

Tuesday December 12

Planning and Environmental
Committee

Wednesday, November 1 (mini
meeting)

Wednesday, November 15 (mini)

Wednesday, November 29 (mini)

Tuesday, December 19 (full meeting)

Wednesday, January 10 (mini)

Wednesday, January 24 (mini)
� It is advisable to check that the
mini meetings are taking place, as if
no plans have been received by the
Council a meeting will not be held.

Councillors’ Surgeries
There will be no more surgeries in
2006; 2007 dates to be advised.

Town Square Events
Pause and Remember
Saturday, November 11, 11am

Remembrance Day Service and
Parade
Sunday, November 12: Parade
2.30pm, service 3pm at St Edmund’s
Church

Christmas Lights On
Sunday, November 26

Hillcrest School Choir
Friday, December 1, 10am-11am

Sheffield University Gospel Choir
Saturday, December 2, 11am-noon
and 1pm-2pm

Wimbotsham Primary School Choir
Friday, December 8, 2pm-2.30pm

Fantasia Choir
Saturday, December 16, noon-2pm


