Hard work, but good fun

MICK FORD reflects on his year as Town
Mayor — and suggests that more local
folk should consider joining the council

AS we come to the end of our year as
Mayor and Mayoress, | wanted to say a
very special thank you to the people of
Downham Market. Whenever we have
been to an event, a meeting, a show,
church or simply walking around town,
we have been greeted cheerfully and made
most welcome.

| have personally attended well over
400 events or meetings and | never cease
to be amazed by the vibrancy and
dedication of the various individuals or
organisations in our lovely town.

By now, | had hoped that we would
have arranged the transfer of the Town
Hall back to our safekeeping, but we still
have some way to go. Hopefully this will
happen around mid-year, once the elections
are over and the various councillors settle
into their roles once again.

* * *

We were able to establish the Charter
for Citizenship this year, thanks to the
determination of ClIr Sheila Nunn. We
were also able to present these charters to
all the schools and next we will do so for
the churches and other public bodies.

* * *

| was delighted with the response to my
new initiative THE MAYOR’S AWARD
FOR CITIZENSHIP. Many young people
were able to join us together with their
parents/guardians in the Town Hall for a
celebration of all that is good with our
young people. We hear so much about
anti-social behaviour, but we must remind
ourselves that such individuals are a small
minority and there is much that we can be
proud of in our young people. | am
hopeful that future Mayors will continue
to celebrate such positive achievements
with our youngsters on an annual basis.

* * *

I was, of course, most fortunate to
represent the town as your Mayor to mark
the 30th anniversary of the Twinning Club
in Civray in October, where | was
honoured to plant an oak tree to celebrate
that remarkable achievement. My thanks
go to John and Angela Sadler for
“smoothing” the way for someone who
sadly does not speak French. I did master
a few words, but John acted as interpreter
throughout the weekend.

Our French hosts were most kind and |
have never eaten and drunk so much wine
over an extended period in my life. The
French certainly know how to imbibe over
a long period and remain sober!!!

* * *

| have had the privilege of chairing the
D2 Crime reduction group, now known as
the Local Action group here in Downham
Market. This group comprises the Police,
Fire Brigade, Town and Parish
Councillors, Borough and County
Councillors and any other citizen who felt
they had a need to discuss issues about
their communities.

Together we have worked to form
strategies that will reduce acts of
vandalism and anti-social behaviour etc.
We were able to secure funding to assist
this groups work and will be looking to
improve on its effectiveness over the
coming year. We may also have CCTV in
the not too distant future.

We now have what is to be known as
“Safer Neighbourhood Teams” being
established and any citizen who has a
concern about their community is
welcome to attend these meetings.

Please feel free to contact either Tracey,
our Police Community Support Officer, or
PC Andy Deadman for further
information. Throughout my four-year
period as a Town Councillor and
particularly since becoming Mayor one of
the major concerns has been the lack of
what many of you see as community
policing, eg a visible foot patrol police
presence.

At last this is becoming a reality and
already we can see evidence that such a
strategy works. We have now one
policemen and two PCSOs with more
PCSOs to follow by September this year .

* * *

Finally, on the issue of young people,
your Town Council is funding Outreach
Community Workers whose task it is to
meet with as many of our young people as
possible, wherever they gather, and to
attempt to meet them on their terms to find
out what they (the young people) would
like in town for their benefit.

We feel it is important to listen to what
THEY WANT and not make assumptions
about what we as adults think they need.
We are currently seeking a suitable for
venue for a youth café but it has to be in
the centre of town, we are informed. We

have some ideas but if any reader also has
positive suggestions to make, please feel
free to do so via our Community
Development Officer, Emma van
Deventer, at the Council offices.

* * *

On a less satisfactory note, you should
be aware that not one of the standing
Town Councillors needs to be elected by
vote since there were not enough people
prepared to stand for election to create the
need for a democratic vote on Thursday,
May 3. Indeed for the Borough
Councillors there is only one contested
seat.

Within the town we only have 14
people out of a possible 20 prepared to
stand. This places a heavy burden on those
people prepared to become Councillors
since the Town Council is now more a
small business than hitherto.

We need expertise from people in
commerce etc to help us develop
appropriately. 1 believe this is a situation
being replicated throughout the country at
the moment and perhaps reflects the
pressures people are under and the
constraints upon their spare time. But
without duly elected councillors,
democracy will cease to exist.

If you have thought you might be
interested in becoming a Councillor but
hesitated, it’s not too late in that you could
be co-opted once the new council meets
after the Mayor Making on Tuesday, May
8th. If you think you would be interested
in co-option please don’t hesitate to talk
informally with any of your Councillors or
our Clerk, Mrs Jean Markwell, at the
Council Offices.

The next time you hear yourself
criticising “THEM COUNCILLORS” for
not doing something you think they
should, remember, are you prepared to
give the time and commitment to become
one of us and help your community. You
would be made most welcome.

I should like to finish my last report, as
Mayor for the town, by once again saying
a very special thank you for allowing
Hazel and I the honour of being and
enjoying acting in the capacity of your
Town Mayor and Mayoress. It’s been hard
work but great fun.

LEFT: This was the top table at the
Annual Town Meeting held on Tuesday,
April 3, in the Town Hall, with Mick
Ford addressing residents. He is joined
by, from left Chief Insp Stuart Gunn,
Deputy Mayor John Doyle, Town Clerk
Jean Markwell, and councillors Colin
Sampson and Tony Stacey. Picture by
Roy Williamson, 07_04_107

Town Councillors . . . and Office Information

Old Town Ward

Jenny Groom 01366 383963
Tony Stacey 01366 383120
Val Starling 01366 387170
John Leach 01366 377517

Office Hours: 10.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday

Town Clerk: Mrs Jean Markwell
Community Development Officer: Mrs Emma van Deventer

Email: info@downhammarkettc.co.uk

North Ward

Mick Ford 01366 385622
John Fox 01366 382963
Stephen Teverson 01366 385117
Pam Sharpe 0771 3009554

Deputy Town Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter

South Ward

John Doyle 01366 382386
Peter Freeman 01366 383669
Sheila Nunn 01366 383243
Pat Roberts 01366 382947
Colin Sampson 01366 388003

Telephone: 01366 387770

East Ward

Charlie Pyatt 01366 388023

Mayor-making is on
Tuesday, May 8

Fax: 01366 382926

Administration Officer: Mrs Kate Martin
General Duties Officer: Mr Barry Roberts

Website: downhammarkettowncouncil.org.uk

1st May — 31st July

ALL meetings start at 7.30pm (unless
otherwise stated) and are held in the
Town Council Offices, 15 Paradise
Road. If members of the public attend,
the chairman will suspend the meeting
to allow public participation; once the
meeting is resumed the public is not
allowed to take part in any debate. If
there is a specific question to be asked
it is recommended that this is
forwarded to the Clerk prior to the
meeting so all relevant information can
be available.

Full Council

Tuesday, May 8 (Mayor Making)
Tuesday, May 15

Tuesday, June 12

Tuesday, July 10

Car Parks and Highways
Committee

Tuesday, May 22

Tuesday, July 17

Development Committee
Tuesday, June 5
Tuesday, July 24

Finance and General Purposes
Committee
Tuesday, June 26

Planning and Environmental
Committee
Wednesday, May 9
(mini meeting)
Wednesday, May 23
(mini meeting)
Wednesday, June 6
(mini meeting)
Tuesday, June 19
(full meeting)
Wednesday, July 4
(mini meeting)
Wednesday, July 18
(mini meeting)

It is advisable to check that the mini
meetings are taking place as if no plans
have been received by the Council a
meeting will not be held on that date.

Councillors’ Surgeries

Councillors’ surgeries are held on the
Town Hall car park on market days.
Up to four councillors will be available
at each surgery. Forthcoming dates:
Friday, May 18 (10am to 12 noon)
Saturday, June 16 (10am to 12 noon)
Friday, July 13 (10am to 12 noon)
Friday, August 17 (10am to 12 noon)
Saturday, Sept 15 (10am to 12 noon)
Friday, October 12 (10am to 12 noon)

Town Square Events
Hilgay Silver Band

Saturday, May 12

Craft and Collectables Market
Saturday, May 19

Organ Grinders

Friday, June 1

Downham Marquettes
Saturday, June 2

Craft and Collectables Market
Saturday, June 16

French Market

Thursday, June 21

Manea Silver Band

Saturday, June 23

Craft and Collectables Market
Saturday, June 30



