Your Town

HAVE you lived or worked in
Downham Market or within a three
mile radius for a year?

Got ideas to improve your town?

Want to do more on a range of local
issues?

Are you committed to working for a
better community?

Can spare a few hours every week?
Over 18 years old?

If you have answered YES to the these
questions you could stand as a local
councillor!

The next local election will be held on
Thursday, May 3, 2007 and Downham
Market Town Council needs committed
local people to join them and continue to
provide an excellent service to its
parishioners for the next four years.

Why Bother? Currently, Downham
Market Town Council is in a period of
rapid growth with exciting new projects
on the horizon. Issues such as parking,
Park and Ride schemes, facilities for
young people, the future of the Town Hall,
and new attractions such as the Town

Square events, new markets and festivals
are just some of the initiatives Downham
Market Town Council has been
developing in recent months.

If imaginative new projects are not your
forte, don’t worry! Councillors are still
needed for the day-to-day running of
range of local issues and staff
management.

Here are just some of the major and
minor areas you could be involved in as a
town councillor:

* Car Parks

* Council budget

* Council Staff

* Insurance

* Litter and dog bins

* Market

* Planning

* Street light installation
* Town Council Offices
* Tourism

* River Festival

I've got no experience! With so
many areas to get involved in, it is
unlikely you won’t have something you

Needs You!

can offer. Although free training is
available, you can learn on the job. You
don’t need to have any previous
experience of working on a committee.
People skills, time, energy and passion
about your town are really the most
important skills you can bring to the job.

| haven’t got time! Committee
meetings are held in the evening to
accommodate as many people as possible.
One Full Council meeting a month and
two other committee meetings every two
months are the minimum requirement. In
addition, there are working parties which
are an important part to the job but are
purely voluntary and times can be
arranged to suit members.

Want to know more? Downham
Market Town Council invites you to
open surgeries at its office on Thursday,
March 1, between 2-4pm or 7-9pm at 15
Paradise Road. You can meet staff and
councillors and find out more about this
important community role.

Cannot make that date? You
can call the office on 01366 387770 and
have a chat with us.

DID YOU KNOW . . .

1) Councillors are not paid for any of the

work they do;

2) Councillors can though claim expenses
for any Council business which is outside

the town;
3) The age to be elected as a councillor

has been lowered from 21 to 18 this year;

4) The Government has recently produced
a White Paper in which it plans to increase

the power and involvement of local
government on a range of issues- Town
Councillor is an increasingly important
job!

5) The Town Council meet at Paradise
Road Office;

6) An active Town Councillor commits to

not just the monthly Full Council

Meetings but bi-monthly committees and

working parties too!
7) Downham Market has four wards and
twenty councillors!

8) You can come and listen to any Council

meeting. Agendas of forthcoming
meetings are always pinned to the Town
Hall and Town Council Office notice
boards.

A new Iinitiative as we aim
to work with young people

DOWNHAM Market Town
Council has taken a bold and
brilliant first step to
improving youth services in
their town.

Working with experienced
youth workers from the local
churches, the Town Council
and Downham Market
Methodist Circuit have joined
forces to begin a six-month
detached youth work project
which starts this month.

It stems because County
Youth Services have been
reduced and reduced again
over the last five years and
the call from concerned
parents, locals and police that
something should be done for
the teenagers in Downham
Market has not been ignored
by the Town Council.

Delivering youth services
in Downham Market have run

up against the same problem
for many years . . . there is no
suitable venue for it.

Attempts by the Town
Council to subsidise a county-
run youth club failed, in part
for this reason. A fresh look at
the issue was needed and who
better to do so than the people
who live in the town.

Downham Market Town
Council wanted people who
were local so they understood
the issues in the town and felt
passionately about their
young people, and had the
enthusiasm and commitment
to drive a new project
forward.

Youth workers from both
the local Methodist Church
and the Christian Fellowship
were already doing a lot for
the young people, but were
aware they could do a lot

more given the resources.

They were especially keen
to do more for older teenagers
and those “troublemakers”
hanging about the town
identified by the locals and
police. Using their experience
of detached youth work in
other bigger towns and cities,
they offered the idea as a real
alternative to the more
traditional view of a youth
club.

The pilot project is entirely
funded by the Town Council
and will be closely monitored
with the view to possibly
extending or developing the
scheme. It is hoped that with
better relations between the
council and its young people
it may become possible to
work together and devise new
ways of furthering youth
services in the town.

Youth project team . . . Emma van Deventer (left), the town’s community
development officer, with youth workers Yasmin Finch and Luke Denley.
Picture by Alan Miller, 07_01_871

Town Councillors . . . and Office Information

East Ward

Royden Baker MBE
01366 382049

Chester Bond 01366 388106
01366 388023
Colin Sampson 01366

Charlie Pyatt

388003
Pam Sharp

Office Hours: 10.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday

Town Clerk: Mrs Jean Markwell

North Ward South Ward Old Town Ward

Ken Byron 01366 381544 Rachel Bodle 01366 383723  Jenny Groom 01366 383963
Mick Ford* 01366 385622  John Doyle** 01366 382386  Jeffrey Reed 01366 388986
John Fox 01366 382963  Sheila Nunn 01366 383243  Tony Stacey 01366 383120
Stephen Nunn 01366 388129  Pat Roberts 01366 382947  Val Starling 01366 387170
Stephen Teverson 01366 Peter Freeman 01366 383669  John Leach 01366 377517

385117

0771 3009554

Community Development Officer: Mrs Emma van Deventer

Email: info@downhammarkettc.co.uk

Telephone: 01366 387770
Deputy Town Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter

* Mayor ** Deputy Mayor

Fax: 01366 382926

Administration Officer: Mrs Kate Martin
General Duties Officer: Mr Barry Roberts

Website: downhammarkettowncouncil.org.uk
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1st February — 30th April

ALL meeting start at 7.30pm (unless
otherwise stated) and are held in the
Town Council Offices, 15 Paradise
Road. If members of the public attend,
the chairman will suspend the meeting
to allow public participation; once the
meeting is resumed the public is not
allowed to take part in any debate. If
there is a specific question to be asked
it is recommended that this is
forwarded to the Clerk prior to the
meeting so all relevant information can
be available.

Full Council
Tuesday, February 13
Tuesday, March 13
Tuesday, April 10

Car Parks and Highways
Committee

Tuesday, March 20

Development Committee
Tuesday, March 27

Finance and General Purposes
Committee

Tuesday, February 27

Tuesday, April 24

Planning and Environmental
Committee
Wednesday, February 7
(mini meeting)
Tuesday, February 20
(full meeting)
Wednesday, March 7
(mini meeting)
Wednesday, March 21
(mini meeting)
Wednesday, April 4
(mini meeting)
Tuesday, April 17

(full meeting)

It is advisable to check that the mini
meetings are taking place as if no plans
have been received by the Council a
meeting will not be held on that date.

Councillors® Surgeries

Councillors’ surgeries are held on the
Town Hall car park on market days.
Up to four councillors will be available
at each surgery. Forthcoming dates
include:

Friday, March 23 (10am to 12 noon)
Saturday, April 21 (10am to 12 noon)
Friday, May 18 (10am to 12 noon)

Town Square Events

Chinese Dragon Dance
Tuesday, February 20, 11.30am

Gallow Hill folk band
Saturday, March 24

Craft and Collectible Fair
Saturday, March 31, 9am-3pm

Town Events

St Winnold’s Fair
Friday, March 30



