Reflections on the
30th anniversary
visit to Civray

AS your Mayor, | was privileged to
represent our lovely town at the
30th anniversary visit to Civray by
the Downham Twinning club —
which was actually over the
weekend of my birthday.You will
notice | have left out the age, but
am slightly over 40!

I had never been to Civray and it’s
probably true to say | would not have gone
had I not been Mayor. That is something |
wish to redress in future, for our French
hosts went out of their way to ensure all in
the party had a wonderfully busy time.

The hospitality was truly remarkable
and | was impressed with the Civray
mayoral party who clearly hold Downham
town and its council in high regard..

For those who have never been to
France it is a real culture shock and their
ability to make a meal, reception and/or
evening’s entertainment last for hours is
legendary.

John Sadler (our Citizen of the year)
and his wife Angela, together with Chris
Walker ensured that all | had to do was
arrive on The Hollies at the allotted time .
...and from then on all I had to do was be
The Mayor.

My hosts, Marc and Nadine Bonneau
gave me an en-suite bedroom and shower
and seemed to think | needed fattening up,
as the food and drink never seemed to stop
coming. They took me to a host of
different functions and made sure | knew
who | should speak to and what was
expected of me.

The Downham group,17 in all plus
some ex-pats, had a most pleasant time
sharing and spreading the entent cordiale.
And it was very interesting to learn from
Mayor Jean-Bernard Brunet of the
differences between the mayoral
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responsibilities here and in France. For
instance the French mayor can marry
people and they collect taxes from the
surrounding villages as well as regional
and national government.

I was asked to respond to a speech by
Mayor Brunet in what he called a “modest
auditorium” that could hold several
hundred people. Here in Downham we
would consider it a huge building that
would meet many of our aspirations such
as cinema, concert hall etc.

Interestingly, that building was funded,
as always, in a variety of ways but
European Money certainly helped
considerably and we here in Downham
need to explore ways of “tapping into”
that for our own further development .

The official reception on the Saturday
started at 11 am. (The French are always
late by the way) and it didn’t finish until
4pm . We then had to rush home for a
short break, wash and brush up and out
again from 7pm till 1.30am the next day,
only to be up for 7.30am for the next visit
— pretty hectic by anyone’s standards.

The highlight, for me, has to be the
planting of an oak tree in the park in
Civray as a symbol of our twinning and
the 30 years that have passed since the
signing of the original treaty between the
two towns.

As a child, I never imagined | would
one day be a mayor, nor in my wildest
dreams would I have thought that one day
I would plant a tree in a foreign country to
represent the bonds between those two
countries, together with a plaque that

y

The planting of an oak tree and this commemorative plaque mark the 30th anniversary of
twinning between Downham and Civray. On the left is Downham twinning chairman John
Sadler, with his French counterpart Liliane Royer, joined by the Mayor of Civray Jean-
Bernard Brunet and Downham Town Mayor, Mick Ford.

commemorates that special event.

I hope that one day my grandchildren
and maybe any future great grandchildren
will eventually pay a visit with the
twinning club to see an oak tree that
symbolises all that we hold dear in our
democracy - tolerance, understanding, and
curiosity about our near neighbours.

There were only two young people in
our party under18 years of age and | do
know the Twinning Club would welcome
some new and younger members so don’t
hesitate to contact John Sadler or Chris
Walker. Not only would you be made

welcome, but you would have the
opportunity to learn French in the best
possible way, including the hand gestures.

By the end of the three days myself and
my hosts had mastered a modicum of each
other’s language to communicate a little.
Great fun.

I would like to thank the people of
Downham and Downham Town Council
for affording me the honour and
opportunity to represent you as Mayor and
for the Twinning Club for ensuring I could
join with them on this very special
occasion.

DOWNHAM DESIGN STATEMENT IS TAKING SHAPE

A PUBLIC consultation exercise is
planned for early February on Downham
Market By Design, the project to produce
a Town Design Statement.

This initiative — by the people, for the
people and for the town — has been

running for several months, and the
emphasis is on identifying the details of
design and layout that contribute to the
distinctive character of the town.

Many townsfolk are regularly giving up
their time and the next meeting is on

Monday evening (December 4), at the
town hall, when the theme will be “The
old market town: an environment to
support economic activity and attract
visitors. Shopping streets, the market and
the retail mix; jobs and the industrial

areas; heritage and visual attractiveness.”
Meeting dates in January will be on
Mondays 8th and 29th, before the public
consultation on Friday and Saturday,
February 2 and 3. Watch for full details of
that event in the next Downham News.

Town Councillors . . . and Office Information

East Ward

Royden Baker MBE
01366 382049

Chester Bond 01366 388106
Charlie Pyatt 01366 388023

Colin Sampson 01366
388003

Pam Sharpe

Office Hours: 10.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday

Town Clerk: Mrs Jean Markwell Deputy Town Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter

Community Development Officer: Mrs Emma van Deventer

North Ward

Mick Ford* 01366 385622
John Fox 01366 382963
Stephen Nunn 01366 388129
Stephen Teverson 01366
385117

Email: info@downhammarkettc.co.uk

South Ward

Rachel Bodle 01366 383723
John Doyle** 01366 382386
Sheila Nunn 01366 383243

Pat Roberts 01366 382947
Peter Freeman 01366 383669

Telephone: 01366 387770

Old Town Ward

Jenny Groom 01366 383963
Jeffrey Reed 01366 388986
Tony Stacey 01366 383120
Val Starling 01366 387170
John Leach 01366 377517

* Mayor ** Deputy Mayor

Fax: 01366 382926

Administration Officer: Mrs Kate Martin
General Duties Officer: Mr Barry Roberts

Website: downhammarkettowncouncil.org.uk
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December 1, 2006 —

February 28, 2007

ALL meeting start at 7.30pm (unless
otherwise stated) and are held in the
Town Council Offices, 15 Paradise
Road. If members of the public attend,
the chairman will suspend the meeting
to allow public participation; once the
meeting Is resumed the public is not
allowed to take part in any debate. If
there is a specific question to be asked
it is recommended that this is
forwarded to the Clerk prior to the
meeting so all relevant information can
be available.

Full Council

Tuesday, December 14
(extraordinary)

Tuesday,January 9
Tuesday, February 13

Car Parks and Highways
Committee

Tuesday, January 16

Development Committee
Tuesday, January 23

Finance and General Purposes
Committee

Tuesday, December 5

Tuesday December 12

Tuesday, January 27

Planning and Environmental
Committee

Tuesday, December 19

(full meeting)

Wednesday, January 10

(mini meeting)

Wednesday, January 24

(mini meeting)

Wednesday February 7

(mini meeting)

It is advisable to check that the mini
meetings are taking place as if no plans
have been received by the Council a
meeting will not be held on that date.

Councillors® Surgeries

Councillors' surgeries are held on the
Town Hall car park on market days.
Up to four councillors will be available
at each surgery. There will be no more
surgeries in 2006 and dates for 2007
are to be advised.

Town Square Events

Hillcrest School Choir
Friday, December 1, 10am-11lam

Sheffield University Gospel Choir

Saturday, December 2, 11am-noon
and 1pm-2pm

Wimbotsham Primary School Choir
Friday, December 8, 2pm-2.30pm

Fantasia Choir
Saturday, December 16, noon-2pm

STOP PRESS: New deadline for
nominations for the Mayor’s
Young People’s Award for

Citizenship is Thursday,
December 21. Nomination
forms are available at the Town
Council Offices.




