Craft fairs and water fun lined up this summer

COME on Downham! Your Town
Council has lots planned for the year
ahead and needs your help to make
all the events a huge success!

A new Craft and Collectible market
started yesterday (Saturday, March
31) on its regular slot on the Town
Square.

The next two fairs are on Saturdays,
April 14 and 28, with the site opening
from 7am and selling from 9am- 3pm.

We want all you budding
entrepreneurs to call up the Town
Council and book your pitch! So, if
you have a craft or “rummage-able”
collectibles, get in touch.

Remember, one person’s junk is
another person’s “must have”.

Don't have a covered display table?
Don’t worry, market stalls are available
for hire. Some pitches have already
gone for the first few dates, but there’s

always room for more, so make your
booking today!

Plans for the new fantastic summer

event, the Water Festival, are sailing

ahead with a huge range of land and
water-based activities on and around

the Hythe Bridge and Thurlow Nunn

site. The excitement of a Dragon Boat

Race will be the main attraction.

The council hope this will be a new

and fun way for local groups and

businesses to promote themselves
and any chosen charity they wish to

raise funds for. If it all sounds a bit too

energetic, sponsorship is still
available as a great alternative to
advertise without getting wet!

To get involved with either project
please contact our community
development officer, Emma van
Deventer, on 01366 387770 or email
emma@downhammarkettc.co.uk

| ocal democracy

Remember to cast your
vote on election day -
on Thursday, May 3

LOCAL democracy comes to the fore on
Thursday, May 3, when the Downham Market
Town Council local elections are held — on the
same day as the King’s Lynn and West Norfolk
Borough Council elections.

Two open surgeries were held at the Town Council offices at the beginning of March, giving local folk the chance to meet
staff and councillors — and find out what’s involved in standing as a local councillor. In our picture, from left, town clerk
Jean Markwell shows a council agenda to Gill Purslow, joined by the Town Mayor Mick Ford and Deputy Mayor John

Doyle. Picture by Roy Williamson, 07_03_22

An invitation to all electors - to attend Tuesday’s Town Meeting

THERE’S an open invitation to all
electors of Downham to attend and take
part in this year’s Town Meeting, which
will be held at the town hall on Tuesday,
April 3, starting at 7pm.

The Town Meeting may, by law,

discuss all town affairs and pass
resolutions about them.

From 7-7.30pm there will be an open
session when you can discuss matters

with individual councillors on a number

of subjects including the town hall,

Any interested resident can decide to stand for election

to the town council and you do not need to have
experience of local government and you do not need to
have, or state, a political allegiance.

You must be over 18 years old and you must have lived

or worked in Downham Market (or within a three-mile
radius) for a year.

There is, in fact, still time to stand for election as a
councillor. You do need to be nominated by two other

local residents — and you must submit a nomination form

to the council by noon on Wednesday, April 4.

All town councillors are local residents who are unpaid

and they serve a four-year term. Town council meetings
are held in the evening to enable everyone to attend.

By the way, a virtual polling station is now available on

the West Norfolk Council website, which explains what

happens when you go to vote. People voting for the first
time, or people feeling unsure of what to expect, can go
through a “virtual” experience, to see how easy it is to
vote in person on the day. To try it out, you should visit

www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/virtualvote

town design statement, car park
charging, car parks and highways,

finance and general purposes, planning
and the environment, and development.

Representatives from Norfolk
Constabulary will also be present to

give information on the new Safer
Neighbourhood Teams.
From 7.30pm, there will be the

formal part of the meeting, held under
the chairmanship of the Town Mayor,

ClIr Mick Ford .

Town Councillors . . . and Office Information

East Ward

Royden Baker MBE
01366 382049

Chester Bond 01366 388106
Charlie Pyatt 01366 388023

Colin Sampson
01366 388003

Pam Sharp 0771 3009554

Office Hours: 10.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday

Town Clerk: Mrs Jean Markwell
Community Development Officer: Mrs Emma van Deventer

North Ward

Ken Byron 01366 381544
Mick Ford* 01366 385622
John Fox 01366 382963

Stephen Nunn 01366 388129

Stephen Teverson
01366 385117

Email: info@downhammarkettc.co.uk

Deputy Town Clerk: Mrs Sara Porter

South Ward

Rachel Bodle 01366 383723
John Doyle** 01366 382386
Sheila Nunn 01366 383243

Pat Roberts

Telephone: 01366 387770

01366 382947
Peter Freeman 01366 383669

Old Town Ward

Jenny Groom 01366 383963
Jeffrey Reed 01366 388986
Tony Stacey 01366 383120
Val Starling 01366 387170
John Leach 01366 377517

* Mayor ** Deputy Mayor

Fax: 01366 382926

Administration Officer: Mrs Kate Martin
General Duties Officer: Mr Barry Roberts

Website: downhammarkettowncouncil.org.uk

1st April — 30th June

ALL meetings start at 7.30pm (unless
otherwise stated) and are held in the
Town Council Offices, 15 Paradise
Road. If members of the public attend,
the chairman will suspend the meeting
to allow public participation; once the
meeting is resumed the public is not
allowed to take part in any debate. If
there is a specific question to be asked
it is recommended that this is
forwarded to the Clerk prior to the
meeting so all relevant information can
be available.

Full Council

Tuesday, April 10

Tuesday, May 8 (Mayor Making)
Tuesday, May 15

Tuesday, June 12

Car Parks and Highways
Committee

Tuesday, May 22

Development Committee
Tuesday, June 5

Finance and General Purposes
Committee

Tuesday, April 24

Tuesday, June 26

Planning and Environmental
Committee
Wednesday, April 4
(mini meeting)
Tuesday, April 17
(full meeting)
Wednesday, May 9
(mini meeting)
Wednesday, May 23
(mini meeting)
Wednesday, June 6
(mini meeting)
Tuesday, June 19
(full meeting)
Wednesday, June 20
(mini meeting)

It is advisable to check that the mini
meetings are taking place as if no plans
have been received by the Council a
meeting will not be held on that date.

Annual Town Meeting

Tuesday, April 3, 7pm-9pm (formal
meeting to commence at 7.30pm) at the
Town Hall. Everyone is welcome.

Councillors’ Surgeries
Councillors’ surgeries are held on the
Town Hall car park on market days.
Up to four councillors will be available
at each surgery. Forthcoming dates:
Saturday, April 21 (10am to 12 noon)
Friday, May 18 (10am to 12 noon)
Saturday, June 16 (10am to 12 noon)

Town Square Events
Craft and Collectible Market
Saturday, April 14, 9am-3pm
Morris Dancing

Saturday, April 21, 10am-noon

Craft and Collectible Market
Saturday, April 28, 9am-3pm

Town Events

March of Witness
Good Friday, April 6; Churches
Together parade, starts 9.15am



